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INTRODUCTION

The geographical position of Slovakia evokes in the Slovaks the exalted
emotions that they are anchored in the very heart of Europe. This anchorage is not
perceived in a symbolic geo-cultural sense, as in the case of the Czechs, Poles,
Hungarians, Austrians or other ethnic groups who consider themselves to be
Central Europeans. There are many Slovaks who will argue with the stubbornness
of a geographer that the point of intersection of the "x"-axis connecting the
European coast of the Atlantic with the Russian Ural Mountains from the West to
the East, and of the "y"-axis connecting the Baltic Sea with the Mediterranean Sea
from the North to the South, lies exactly in Slovakia. They are even ready to swear
solemnly that the point in question is almost identical with the region Krahule.

Slovakia is a small country with territory of some 49,000 square kilometres
and is populated by fewer than five and a half million people. Five countries border
it: Poland, Ukraine, Hungary, Austria, and the Czech Republic. One third of the
population lives in communities of fewer than 2,000 inhabitants. Slovak
communities are typically small because of the mountainous terrain of much of the
country; Slovak society is therefore traditionally rural. Indeed, significant
industrialisation and urbanisation have taken place only very recently (and
especially under socialism in the1960s -1980s).

This is also the current context where young people build their European
identity. At the same time there are some circumstances specific to Slovakia. The
rapid changes since November 1989 have opened up many new opportunities for
young people, which have been welcomed. On the other hand, especially since
1991 the restructuring of the economy has led to a high degree of youth
unemployment, a phenomenon that was unknown in previous times.

Regardless of which Slovak issue we talk about, we have to admit that we
live in a country full of paradoxes. This description is also appropriate when we talk
about young people and social change.

The paradox dwells in the fact that the political influence of youth
movements after 1989-even though the role of youth in the Velvet Revolution was
highly appreciated - has remained so weak that none of the relevant political parties
or coalitions considered it useful to push ahead demands of young people more
vigorously.

On the other hand, it is necessary to mention that there was not much
to push ahead, because youth representatives after 1990 were dealing with
problems too remote from the actual problems of young people, namely the
division of federal youth organisations‘ property between the Czech and
Slovak Republic, a headlong and reckless privatisation of this property in
Slovakia, a permanent need for appeasement between non-governmental
associations, at first between old and new associations, then between
coalition and opposition groups, and after1998 even between coalition youth
organisations. It is very difficult to imagine the amount of intellectual
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capacity and time individual associations invested in order to get more
money from gradually decreasing portions of state financial support for
youth activities.

However, the situation changed a bit in 1998. Thanks to the role it
played in the parliamentary election in 1998, the Slovak Council of Youth -was
involved in defining the new governmental policy. It helped to promote a real
institutional change. New Governmental Council for issues of children and youth
has been established. Preconditions for coordination of governmental youth policy
have been set, thus enabling youth representatives to take part in decision-making
processes of national importance.

I must emphasize that this development is in compliance with the youth
policy of the European Union. All EU countries are working on the so-called White
book of youth policy. Youth activists in Europe emphasize the fact that national
Youth Councils should be formally recognized as a social and civil partner for
defining state youth policy in the EU member countries. This civil dialogue is
expected to have an institutional base in the state as well as at the local levels.

Let us summarize briefly the developments after 1998. We have the
Governmental Council for Issues of Children and Youth, National Youth
Conference, Parliamentary Day; there are youth active organisations in many cities
and villages. We as research workers did not remain indifferent either, and for the
first time since 1989 a report about the situation of youth in the Slovak Republic
has been compiled and published.

The institutional conditions for youth policy have never been better. The
paradox is that the social situation of youth has deteriorated.

There has always been discussion about youth issues. We have started
considering the protection of young people against negative phenomena, we have
been interested in the juvenile crime problem and the race intolerance — these have
been the most topical issues in the developed EU countries as well. Still, we
underestimated the fact that youth unemployment and the aging of our society are
transferring all our youth problems from criminal law and educational perspectives
to the social-political realm.

Not long ago, the President of one of Germany‘s federal republics learnt
about this fact. During his visit students presented a poster with the provocative
inscription: Here are sitting those who will refuse to pay for your pensions in the
future...

As further discussion revealed, they will refuse to pay not because they will
not be willing to do so. More likely, the students are very well aware of the fact that
if the state does not create conditions for quality education and professional
training, they will not be able to produce enough sources to support the social
welfare system of the state.

Similar to the students in Germany, our youth representatives finally
realized the complete social welfare system reform would probably be paid by the
present young generation. That is why they are saying: We are going to pay twice:
for our parents in the same way as they were paying, but also in advance, for
ourselves. There are not many people with a deeper interest in understanding the
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complexity of social problems among representatives of various non-governmental
associations of children and youth. Still, these representatives were bitterly
outraged by experts from the Ministry of Labour and Social Issues who stated at
their collective meeting: What is the point in discussing these issues with youth
representatives? We cannot solve anything here; the people responsible for these
issues sit somewhere else.

The public in Slovakia usually perceives youth issues as important for
society. But the representatives in the Parliament or in local government councils
do not always support demands and projects of young people.

To the surprise of older electorate members, the present political elite is not
able to divide its attention properly. The members of the elite are unable to take a
decision about how much attention they can pay to their own problems and how
much of it they must pay to the problems of citizens. The old as well as the young
start to call the governing middle-aged generation with a derisive --although not
standard—term: scum. To the surprise of young first-time voters from the year
1998, the political elite, who won their support in the 1998 parliamentary election,
is not even able to define for themselves the conflict between the investments into
new human sources (the young) and the necessary care of human sources retreating
from productive life (the old).

A German sociologist expresses the deepest feelings of the first-time
voters: Recently he mentioned the fact that the governing middle-aged generation
subconsciously and arrogantly creates better conditions for the old, since there is no
chance for them to be young again, but there is a high probability that they will
themselves become old.

We assume the only right thing is to invest extensively into young people” s
education and professional training (i.e., formal education), but also into their
capacity to work and overcome the difficulties of real life. We want young people
in the future not only to be able to produce enough sources for all generations, but
also to be willing to share the sources compassionately with others.

Now let us ask another question: is the present political elite working in a
direction that will enable the present generation of young people to repay us at least
the penny symbolically borrowed from us?

At last first steps were taken to solve the high youth unemployment rate
this year. National youth policies are understood to be comprehensive and complex
only when they also deal with the problems of rising costs of living, unemployment,
the shortage of flats, poverty, mobility difficulties, insufficient education support,
restrictions in freedom of speech, and discrimination.

The outcomes of the European summit on employment held in the year
1997 were reconfirmed at the Prime Ministers” Conference in Lisbon in 2000 and
have emphasized that the efficiency of EU members” youth policies will be heavily
dependent on the ease with which young people can enter the labour force market.
This issue will be one of the crucial criteria in judging whether the policies are
successful or not.

Sociologists have recently reminded us that the intergenerational social
agreement -which is the inner spirit of the youth policy- can be understood as the
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readiness of the young to fulfil their obligations towards the society of adults on
condition that the society (the state and local government authorities) will help
them and support them in realizing their life aspirations. We usually understand the
above- mentioned agreement in this way: The older generation will give the coming
generation a chance to react appropriately to the main challenges of modernization
in three sectors of the new literacy, including language, computer and civil life. I
would add one more challenge: the ability to work for results either as an individual
or as a member of a cooperative team.

What have we completed successfully in the youth policy so far? We have
approved INFOVEK, a generously designed program promoting computer literacy.
Many elementary and secondary schools in Slovakia are enjoying new well-
equipped computer classrooms, the teachers are coming through training, and new
education programs are being prepared.

Since 1992 we have had a program for supporting civil associations of
children and youth — this program is unfortunately receiving less financial support,
even though the activities of children‘s and youth associations have become an
inseparable part of developing free-time activities.

There is not a robust and consistent national program to promote the
development of language training for children and adolescents in all types of
schools. Are we aware of the fact that the fundaments of the Irish ,,miracle are
based on the ability of not only university-educated people, but also small
entrepreneurs and workers to speak English?

We need to develop a new program of transition for young people from
school to work. The program should mobilize and encourage parents to engage their
children in household and local community work. Next, the program should offer a
wide range of short-term summer jobs for students. It should finally result in
reintroduction of well-proven graduate mobility within the united European
territory. This program of profession-discovering journeys (not tourism) of young
people might be the best choice for the Slovak Republic in case the proposed 5- or
7-year moratorium is imposed on freedom of labour force movement within EU
boundaries.

The process of transition for a young person into maturity anticipates
getting experience and skills in the labour process and in civil life, in those sectors
where the effectiveness of received qualifications in formal and non-formal
education is being tested: languages, the capacity to use information technology, the
spirit of entrepreneurship, and social-communicative skills. The youth
unemployment conference has clearly stated that it is impossible to reach these
goals without the participation and financial support of trade unions, employers and
the representatives of civil society.

We need to improve the financial support and system relations between
schools and subjects Youthwork , between teachers and youth education workers,
between formal and non-formal education. Work with young people in the
nongovernmental sector is not, as it used to be understood, only playing with
adolescents in their free time. Interconnection of formal with non-formal education

13
Slovakia and European Union



e
Youth and European ldentity

is giving us a chance to introduce a new quality into the personality formation of
young people as citizens.

In conclusion, I asked myself: what is the main purpose of complex comprehensive
youth policy as a tool for social change, which was intensively discussed in the 2™
National Conference of the Youth in Slovakia (2001)?

My answer: it is something that cannot be expressed just in terms of
money. Every young person wants to have equal access to opportunities and
freedom of choice, the chance for a fair assessment in the competitive struggle for
positions in the market for education opportunities and in the labour force market.
Social justice constitutes the crucial condition for integration of the young
generation into society.

Ladislav Machacek
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YOUTH IN THE PROCESSES OF TRANSITION AND
MODERNIZATION IN THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Introduction

Sociological youth research in Europe has recorded new stimuli for the
development It appears that especially political, economic and social changes in the
countries of Central and Eastern Europe present a new opportunity to verify K.
Mannheim's thesis on the inevitable link of generations with the dynamics of social
reproduction and change. What determines our approach to youth issues as
generation issues must be an unusual --to use hyperbole-- historically unique
dynamics and the extent of social change [Machonin 1996]. Particularly in applying
the generation approach in sociological research in the post-communist countries of
Europe one can see that historical change has enabled individualization of all
members of the homogeneous age group, where traditional social differences has
become objectively visible and personally experienced

According to international sociological research projects in post-communist
countries, the characteristic of transformation and processes of individualisation of
the first postcommunist generation of youth [Roberts, Jung 1995: 11] represents,
according to the authors, an important signal for the future of the new Europe.

Transition in the political and economic systems of Slovakia, Hungary, the Czech
Republic and Poland is only a part of the birth of "new Europe" which opens up
new perspectives for a broad process of economic, political, social and cultural
integration. "Nobody can predict the direction of these changes. One is, however,
certain: they will deeply influence human lives, above all of those of children and
young people to date." [Chisholm 1995: 1]. The arising European youth policy
sensitively articulates fears that the present and future generations of children and
youth in a new Europe will be more subjected to segregation and marginalization
and their life perspectives will be determined by structural inequalities from very
early in their lives.

1. Individualisation of Youth and Modernization Theory

Not all Slovak sociologists in the field of youth issues linked transformation
processes in the sphere of political life (pluralism tendencies) and economic life
(market tendencies) with such a typical element of modernization as information
technology. In the introduction to his text The Situation of Youth in Transformation
of Slovakia delivered in a lecture as early as fall 1992, J. Such complained that
information technology entered the life of Slovak society in a rather inconspicuous
way and too much in the shadow of democratization and privatization [Such 1992:
8].

In a society of the classic type the transformation process, along with its attributes
of democratisation and market economy (or, of late, processes of European and
trans-Atlantic integration with modernization strategies such as information
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technology, rationalization, mobilization and secularization [Martin 1996]), brings
not only the inevitable social risks and social problems of cumulating youth
unemployment but they also open an unprecedented development opportunity to
use the unleashed creativity of individual personalities as an inexhaustible source of
social prosperity.

The theory of Ulrich Beck, the author of the monograph Risikogesellschaf: Auf dem
Weg in eine andere Moderne (Society of Risk. On the Way to Some Other
Modernity) [Beck 1986] is an inspiring work for developing the issues of the
relationship of social context and individualisation of the first post-communist
generation of youth , and the contradictions between the production of economic
resources (wealth) and production of social risk in developed Western
industrialized countries.

A new image of youth started to appear in the eighties in the interpretations of
youth sociologists in Germany (e.g., Th. Ziehe and J. Zinnecker), which was based
on Beck's thesis of individualization. U. Beck defined it as a social
individualization shift of an unknown impact and dynamics, which took up with the
valorization of modernization results after World War II. Social situations in all rich
Western industrialized countries, especially Germany, appeared as relatively high
material living standard and far-reaching securities. As a consequence of all this,
according to U. Beck, a historic discontinuity arose through which people were
uprooted "...from traditional class conditions and family care and their dependency
on the labour market with all the risks, chances and controversies of an individual
destiny increased"[Beck 1986].

A decade later, 1. Richter in his brief thesis [Richter 1995: 64] could outline this
concept of youth:

Family--marriage at a later age, increase in young people living by themselves,
transformation of marriage into partnership.

Education--diversification of education and career, prolongation of the phase of
education, democratization of pedagogic approach.

Job--new bonds of education, unemployment, life-long education, accent on
individual self-realization at one’s job.

Culture--a peer group life for youth of religious, sporting, political nature is
influenced by multidimensional relations mediated through mass media and
network systems which simultaneously bring approximation and separation.

Politics--individualization in this sphere is demonstrated through lower
participation in forming political will.

Everyday existence--in fashion, sexuality and communication, forms of behaviour
often described as hedonistic that are presented through mass media or mediated
through mate groups peer groups.

Polemics over the issue of whether such an image holds even at present have been
going on until now, including whether it is scientifically correct in this case to apply
Mannheim's terminology [1928] of a "generation form" and to speak about the
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generation of the eighties as an environmentalist generation [Richter 1995]. K.
Roberts queried an interpretation of the concept of individualization as
destructuration of young people’s situations in which prolonged transition into the
world of labor and adulthood creates a "moratorium" during which they may escape
from old determinants of their life chances, such as gender, social class origins and
achievements during secondary education. "In practice, however, the old social
predictors remain still significant and effective. Young people‘s situations and
future prospects continue to be governed by their family origins, school records,
gender and places of residence" [Roberts 1995].

L. Siuralla has recently responded to a popular topic of verifying post-modern
changes by a question: are traditional background variables losing their power to
explain these changes? [Siuralla 1996: 63]. Empirical verification of the
modernization theory in Finland indicated that the process of breaking loose from
traditions and collective guidance is a slow one: "...the social-class background,
regional background and separate male and female cultures seem to have
maintained their strong position as guiding forces in the socialization process and in
mediating traditions. Similarly, educational, consumption and leisure choices are
still largely made in accordance with these background factors" [Lahteenmaa,
Siuralla 1992: 128]. It is, however, beyond dispute that some changes in the way of
life with contemporary youth in Finland can be well explained by the
modernization theory. Individualization processes do not hold generally, but
according to Finnish experts they can be related with metropolitan regions, where
there is some cumulating of modernization changes creating a wider selection of
life chances to choose from.

The fact that disintegration of family, neighbourhoods and religious communities
should increase young people‘s sense of personal responsibility for their own
conditions of living and for shaping their own future, constitutes an important factor
of the times, be it designated as modern or post-modern. O. Stafseng believes that a
program of getting free from conventions and traditions as well as from any
mechanical form of collectivism--that is, a program of the modern individual,
through which young people themselves determine their own life-- has older
sources. Those who named it a post-modern trend, according to T. Ziehe, created a
vague theory by which the just attempt to disguise that citizenship as a legislative
and political basis for modern individuality in terms of personality was originally
defined for men and persons belonging to "well-to-do" classes of society [Stafseng
1995].

In spite of these doubts, it is necessary to admit that a tendency to individualization
in modern Western societies and also in transforming European societies is a
consequence of partial subversion of traditional class distinctions based on an
ascriptive status and a traditional lifestyle. Individual performance has growing
importance and diversification and individualization of lifestyles in transition where
conditions arose for such a shift through modernization (industrialization,
urbanization, information technology, secularization). This development reflects the
rise of new chances and freedom of choice, but also of new forms of threats and
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pressurcs.

The fact that patterns of youth transitions from childhood into adulthood are more
pluralist-like and life experience of young people confirm a shift from traditional
normative expectations, this becomes the main hypothesis of youth research in
Europe at present. This change occurs in the major building blocks of youth
transitions: school education and occupational training, separation from the family
of origin, friendship and partnership, entry in the labor market, leisure, consumer
activities, civil and political participation [Chisholm, Hurrelman 1995: 133].

In the course of the past century, the increasing significance of education and
vocational training became more important than having a job and thus accelerated
the process of integration of a larger part of youth into the youth culture and partner
patterns. And as the process of physical maturity likewise accelerates (in the
opposite direction, however) more space will be created for youngsters to remain
young for a longer time compared to the previous period.

An important fact for understanding individualization is that in some areas young
people acquire a high standard of autonomy, and the possibility to choose from
alternatives or individual forming of everyday existence (fashion, music, leisure
activities, the culture of speech, political articulation). All that, however, takes
place in an unstable social context in which the social position of an "adolescent" or
of a "young adult" is temporary and uncertain especially because the certainty of
materializing life plans in the future does not exist. Young people, therefore, can
gain autonomy and take over responsibility in areas where it is typical of adults (for
example in consumption or in partnership) but they have not yet acquired the status
of adults for good.

Above all, sequencing and inconsistency of the transition process from adolescence
into adulthood represent fundamental risk factors. All young people, irrespective of
their social origin, are on the way to adulthood thrown "into structural
contradictions. The fact is that they have the possibility to optimize their life
chances. However, it is important that "...where personal competence and social
resources are available and sufficient, young people can and do find productive
ways of negotiating youth transitions successfully and thereby establishing healthy
adult personality . Where competence and resources are insufficient, the results may
be transiting into poor well-being" [Chisholm, Hurrelman 1995: 152].

Causes and effects of youth individualization become a cardinal issue of the current
youth research also in countries that are transforming their political and economic
system. That is why in Slovakia people are also interested in critical changes that
are going on in the social structure of youth, which specific groups of youth are
influenced by this development and in what ways.

2. Sociological Contexts of Youth Individualization in the Slovak Republic

The group of 20- to 24-year-olds that was studied in the empirical sociological
research (sociological institutes of Academy of Sciences in Slovakia, the Czech
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Republic and Poland in 1995) is characterized by several differences in the
socialization context.

From a demographic viewpoint, especially in the case of Slovakia, it is a generation
group whose potential has recorded no historical parallel yet. L. Pisca claimed that
the 1970 census indicated exactly the social consequences of the lower birth rate in
the period after 1953 in the Czech Repulic and after 1957 in Slovakia [Pisca 1980:
23].

The system of social precautions brought a change in birth rate in 1970 s, whereby
a decrease in families with one child in favor of families with two or even three
children occurred, along with increased qualification and employment of women. In
1980 negative effects of the renewed population vitality were also registered [Pisca
1980: 524].

All these difficulties accompanied children throughout their life cycles, especially
in the first five years of children born between 1971 and 1975. Because material
infrastructure which should meet their basic needs of life was introduced into life
with minimum three to five years delay. They were born into families that were got
a better position on the social urgency lists for state-owned or co-operative flats far
later than families with two or three children. As children of working parents, they
experienced much stress due to lack of vacancies in créches and kindergardens.
They attended school in afternoon shifts, especially in housing estates of large
towns, and they receptively responded to endless efforts of the whole family clan
(that is,of a social network) in seeking opportunities to get to a secondary school or
a university.

From a sociological viewpoint, a generally extended feeling of social security about
basic needs was typical of children and adolescents in the period before 1989,
especially regarding the possibility for education and a job that came from an
interaction of mutually intertwined systems of paternalism, state care and support
and protection by parents. This system presented itself in the extreme dependency
of young people on the state and family, especially in their attempts to get a flat,
establish a family or even to gain a higher social status. W. Adamski [1987: 37]
reminds us that, as a result of the dominating ideology of equal chances, the
aspirations of youth in the socialist countries were formed a great deal less on the
structural background than was true in Western Europe. In the socialist countries
the state influenced production relationships, systems of social class promotion and
professional careers. This created societal socialization context for dealing with
contradictions between aspirations of youth and possibilities of their materialization
and thus determined the course of socialization processes.

A great number of young people, even in the planned market of education in
Slovakia, created unique competition and a enlarged the contradiction between
increasing subjective aspirations and objective chances. Barriers of youth
individualization included restricted chances to be admitted to grammar schools
(especially to secondary technical or commercial schools with a general certificate
of education), pressure to prepare for worker‘s professions at secondary apprentice
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training centers, passed with the general certificate of education; and a restricted
number of vacancies in the most attractive branches of study at universities or
technological institutes. This generation, with atypical tension between aspirations
and their satisfaction in the sphere of education, represented, together with their
families, a detonator for a strong background of social resistance against totalitarian
political power in the period before and in 1989.

The first post-communist generation of youth in Slovakia has started its societal
pilgrimage by making decisions on professional orientation (1985 -- 1990) at the
age when an experiences and experience are perceived, according to A. Melluci
[1996: 3], as an important and controversial dimension of ong‘s own personality. Its
second phase, decision making on social breakthroughs into the labor market, has
been shifted in another civilization time-space through transformation of real
socialism into real capitalism.

We have not thought of the core and variety of chances endangering young people,
which resulted from a breach with the vision of "socialist modernity". C. Wallace
describes it rather unflatteringly as an antiquity of "modern" society based on
intense industrialization typical of the end of the nineteenth century and the
collectivization that produced huge enterprises with high concentration of
employees in large housing estates. People were divided into large groupings based
on "classes" and "age" that were rigorously institutionalized and aimed to support
their collective identity through celebrations with rituals, slogans and gatherings.
"The type of subjectivity which was encouraged was one of a passive individual
dependent on external institution; who led a stable life and was neither
geographically nor professionally mobile. Critical thinking was strongly
discouraged” [Wallace 1996: 4]. This is the complete reverse of "reflexive
individualization" that takes place in late capitalism. Here such external institutions
determining, for example how, where and when to start one‘s job, when to enter a
marriage and have children, and where and with whom to spend ong‘s leisure are
mostly absent. All this is replaced by the necessity to make one’s own choices
among various alternatives and thus to form one¢‘s own individualized style of life,
to cope critically with self-evaluation and even to develop a sceptical approach to
one‘s environment in which old values and certainties lose their influence.

We agree with C. Wallace, an English sociologist having a deeper knowledge of the
situation in the Czech and Slovak Republics acquired during her stay at the Central
European University in Prague, a credit that she does not deny existing elements of
individualization tendencies and some maneuvering space for individualization in
this "gigantic apotheosis of modernism and fordism". How then could such
sociologically reflected phenomena of "the household working scheme" (R. Rosko),
or other known forms of the grey economy extending into the sphere of the lifestyle
arise (gardening, weekend houses) that were widely common but were not
considered to be self-destructing for the system? They (e.g., the household working
scheme) were tolerated or even supported (e.g., weekend houses) as suitable
instruments for expression of individualization tendencies. It does not change
anything in the justifiable argument that the insufficiency of flexibility of the old
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system and its resistance to "reflexive individualization" is considered by C.
Wallace as the cause of its collapse. In a comment on the changes of 1989 V.
Minac, a keen observer and commentator of the same reality from within, spoke to
support a collapse of the state paternalist system by the management and
technocratic layer of the party nomenclature that was fed up with obscuring and
concealing the source of its wealth and strove to make its élite position apparent.
Simultaneously, it opened up a possibility of new individual expansion that did not
oppose the ideology of socialism, but became compliant with the ethical code of
meritocratic capitalist society.

Then it may be assumed that the first post-communist generation of youth was
socialized in two qualitatively different social contexts. It is therefore not only a
generation intensely endangered, but simultaneously one of immense, historically
unique chance for life careers with many possibilities for social and geographical
mobility. At the same time, it represents a generation that must overcome old values
and get used to a value hierarchy suitable for a different system of social structure.
It makes us think how excellent everything used to be in the recent past, without
problems or conflicts, because it was stable and contained no risk once one learnt
the ropes and the ways to get around the rules.

For verifying transiting structures of adulthood with the post-communist youth
generation, we have at our disposal data from the survey Transformation and
Modernization 1995, which clarify decisive moments of transition, especially the
entry in the labor market.

3. Challenge of the Market Economy

Among the most important results from empirical surveys of the youth value
orientations before 1989 is the intensive awareness that especially two values--
development of science and technology and exploitation of human ideas --had their
specific place in its structure. "Prevailing opinion says that in these values
capitalism is commensurate with socialism or even that there are quite a number of
people who believe that capitalism ensures an even more successfuly
materialization of these values. The comparison of the past ten years allows saying
that critical attitudes of youth have been broadened in the above area.” [Machacek
1988: 136-137].

Even in this period it was already apparent that the image of bringing together
advantages of two faces of the coin-- that is, creative application of ideas and the
minimum social risk in life--was a typical schizophrenic characteristic of the then-
socialist generation of youth. With an analogical vision of the "human face" on both
sides of the coin, young people were entering the transition phase after 1989; now it
was, however, capitalism [Machacek 1991: 37]. That explains the surprising and
complicated reactions over unemployment as a first visible systemic social
consequence of the liberal economic reform with that side of a transformation and
modernization coin which presents Janus‘s face of "risk and threat".
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This happened in spite of the fact that measures supporting the employment of
university graduates, technological institutes and all sorts of secondary schools
were put in effect on the basis of decrees of the Government of the Slovak Republic
and adequately turned down the unemployment "shock" of young people and their
parents. These legal precautions were generally considered too social and less
compatible with market economy principles.

The Government Decree No. 275/1990 allowed 2,500 graduates of universities and
technological institutes to withdraw from the labor market and receive an additional
specific term of study with a scholarship amounting to CSK 1,400. This made it
possible for this group of young people to create better conditions for finding jobs
in the labour market, and it helped to give a signal that the political representation
would not admit "beating our revolutionary young generation from universities"
with instruments of the market economy either. From a pragmatic viewpoint,
extending the time limit was done in order to absorb the first graduates from
universities by the arising market economy.

The Government Decree No. 428/1990 aimed at helping graduates of all types of
secondary schools, universities and technological institutes to find jobs through
better coordination in requalifying (an inter-ministerial board for requalification and
further education of youth and adults was founded) and measures stimulating
employers to engage graduates:The employers were motivated by remission of
income tax payments, social insurance tax, by a possibility to exceed the limits of
finances for salaries in the budgetary and contributing organizations, by granting
tariff payments to graduates or of their part to employers for a period of six months.
According to the relevant analysis of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs,
these supporting measures were exploited by 3,800 graduates in the period
concerned out of the total 30,220 graduates. About CSK 34 million were paid out in
salaries and the compensation of salaries.

In 1991 the Government of the Slovak Republic issued Decree No. 361, on the
basis of which tariff payments were compensated to employers through labor
agencies from the state budget for an active policy of employing graduates for the
period of 12 months from the moment when young people took up their jobs (CSK
3,500 per university graduate and CSK 2,650 per secondary school graduate). The
total of these means amounted to CSK 97.8 million, which represented 2.6 % of the
volume of financial means drawn on the active employment policy.

In our paper on the consequences of development of market economy on youth
behavior in the case of unemployment [Machacek 1994], we formulated our
expectation that young people would begin to design their professional and
employment strategies in a flexible way and that parents and the public would
accept this strategy. What we had in mind was acceptance of unemployment and
drawing of unemployment benefits as well as exploiting chances of vocational
requalification courses, of various forms of language and professional education
and their interfacing with short-time jobs as a "normal" event of their individual
way of life. This group was characterized also by the highest preference from
among all age groups to include the tactical alternative "to draw on unemployment
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benefits and hope that the situation will be solved somehow" in their standard
behavior in the labour market for a period of at least the first six months. The first
post-communist young generation simply reflects unemployment as a new
attractive element of the lifestyle by which a free citizen may solve his/her situation
in the labour market. All the more that their parents still remember the notorious
mechanism of the planned economy for regulation of the labor force in the "labor
market" when people were "allocated" to particular enterprises or organizations. It
confirms that unemployment is a social experience that is acquired differently by
age in this historically unique time-space in the transformation of the economic
system in the Slovak Republic. Even according to statistical tests, this experience
occurs much more frequently with the youngest generation (CC -.24 in 0000*1). In
the age group over 44 years, 13 % admitted they were unemployed for at least two
months; in the age group between 30 and 44 years, they made 25 %; in the age
group 25 to 29 years, they were 35 % and in the age of 18 to 24 years, they
represented 44 %. Likewise, in Slovakia the loss of one's job is least expected by
persons over age 44 (34.5 %). In 1995 groups under 24 years (50 %) and from 25 to
29 years (62 %) expected the loss of their jobs to a considerably larger degree.

Table 1: Strategy of Solving Unemployment in the SR and in the CR: 1993-1995

Attitudes of various groups 18-24 w
SR CR SR CR
N=134 N =316 N =956 N =120
I shall requalify 1993 72.7 63.4 68.3 58.8
1995 73.0 69.0 55.0 54.7
I shall seek a temporary job 1993 66.7 48.3 65.2 44.1
1995 52.6 40.6 49.1 36.7
I shall apply for an unemployment 1993 67.5 27.4 58.3 31.9
benefit 1995 34.0 38.0 28.8 33.8
I shall attempt business activities 1993 30.7 47.5 33.1 40.3
1995 37.2 36.6 29.6 30.7
I shall live on other income 1993 8.6 5.5 10.2 7.7
1995 8.9 11.7 9.3 9.7
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Table 2: Strategy for Seeking a Job and Locality

Tactical variants ‘ 18 - 24 w

SR CR SR CR
N=134 N =316 N =956 N =120
I seek a job in my specialty and 1993 45.2 43.1 51.7 42.9
locality of residence 1995 | 90.0 88.6 88.0 86.1
I seek a job in my specialty 1993 71.3 44.6 51.7 50.,5
anywhere 1995 | 62.4 46.2 88.0 52.0
I seek any job in the locality of my 1993 50.0 46.3 48.1 37.8
residence 1995 | 68.9 37.8 57.2 318
I will take any job anywhere 1993 58.8 25.7 48.5 28.1
1995 44.0 16.6 314 15.6

Comparing data from our empirical research 1993 and 1995 shows some change in
the strategies for solving unemployment. In Slovakia we recorded a sharp decrease
in reliance upon the state unemployment benefits. From the former 67.5 % of those
ready to accept unemployment benefits there remained in 1995 only 34 % of young
people. In Czechia young people began relying on the unemployment benefit much
more frequently in 1995 (38 %) than in 1993 (27 %). The results we obtained
indicated that readiness to solve unemployment through private business activities
may be expected, especially with young people aged 18 to 24. A similar change
between 1993 and 1995 occurred in the attitude toward business activities
(entrepreneurial activities) which are considered to be modernization life strategies
under conditions of a market economy. In Czechia there has been recorded a
decline in preferring this strategy of solving unemployment both with the whole
population (from 40 % to 30 %) as well as with young people (from 47 % to 36 %).
In Slovakia this strategy is less popular with the total of the population (33 - 30 %);
however, young people under age 24 strengthened their orientation toward business
activities (from 31 % to 37 %).

The most remarkable change found in comparing data from surveys in 1993 and
1995 is the return to the most rigid variant of seeking a job in the place of
residence: [ prefer a job in my specialty and in the locality of my residence.

It appears that a shock from the unexpected consequences of unemployment is
overcome. This was confirmed by the return to a variant, which prefers all
advantages of jobs utilizing regularly obtained qualifications and professions and
that reduces to a minimum expenses related with the change of ong’s residence.
There is still another preference for locality of residence over qualification and
specialty with the total of the population (10 %) and with young people (18 %).
High transport expenses and difficulty with finding accommodation probably
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eliminate all advantages of a job in ong’s specialty outside the parents’ residence.
This tendency of entrenching Slovak youth in the locality of their residence is also
confirmed by the fall in preference to seek a job in a specialty anywhere: from 71 %
in 1993 to 62 % in 1995. In the end, there is a variant of seeking any job anywhere,
which loses its attraction both in Slovakia and in Czechia. Older (31 %) but
especially younger Slovaks (44 %) will realize, however, that competition in the
labour market in our country will require acceptance of this least popular strategy
after all.

Comparison of solving strategies of life situations in the case of
unemployment in 1993 and 1995 shows that changes have been going on in
this area. The objective of Government Decree No.666/1993 was to motivate
employers so that they could create socially purposeful and publicly useful
jobs for graduates who were registered with the employment agencies as
unemployed people. An employer received a financial subsidy for a period
of 12 months if the graduate got a newly created job or for 18 months if the
job was free due to the retirement of an employee. The employer was
obliged to employ a graduate in a qualified vacancy and to give him/her a
salary not in the amount of the subsidy but in the higher amount, that is, in
compliance with his/her job assignment. In 1995 an amount of SKK
3,797,066 thousand were used for active employment policy, of which SKK
2,698,649 thousand were used for socially purposeful jobs. According to the
data from employment agencies, a further 6,935 purposeful jobs were
created for graduates and adolescents through an irretrievable contribution
which represented SKK 65,992,830.

There was a possibility to obtain a contribution from an employment agency
amounting to SKK 200 thousand for creating a self-employment job, or starting an
own business activity. This contribution could have been used for acquiring
tangible or intangible assets necessary for the activity or for settling the rent for
leased premises or for land, or for paying up interest or loans. The condition for
granting such a contribution was to carry out an independent activity for a period of
two years. A whole range of forms to activate young people to engage insocially
purposeful and publicly useful jobs, a contribution for self-employment, re-
qualification, and protected workshops and so forth was included in the new Act on
Employment that was passed by the National Council of the SR in December 1996.

In Slovakia as a result of improving the quality of the instruments of the state
employment policy, passive reliance on the care of employment agencies and social
care departments has decreased, orientation to business activities successively
acquires its adequate share, especially with the young generation. We could,
therefore, state that the trend for a change in life strategies has obtained a
modernization dimension during the recent period and is adequate to the exacting
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character of the market economy under conditions of integration into the EU
market.

The overall absence of linkage between economic transformation in the sense of
market principles and the housing market is the biggest obstacle to the effectiveness
of all other measures of active employment policy. In a nutshell: Slovak youth are
entrenching in the locality of their residence and their readiness for mobility has
been recently reduced, and seeking self-realization through their jobs has
paradoxically decreased in the past period. It must, therefore, be stressed that this
trend in life strategies has no necessary modernization dimension and under the
given conditions it can scarcely have any. The change of attitudes of young people
to include in their flexible life strategies a variant to seek a job outside their
residence probably cannot be achieved only through instruments of the state
employment policy.

We believe that a really effective instrument for changing life strategies of young
people in Slovakia will be achieved only when the labor market of the European
Union is opened for the accession countries.

Conclusion

The challenge to transform a planned economy into a market economy and
totalitarian political system into pluralist democracy means for the first post-
communist generation of youth a thorough-going social change that is demonstrated
by a differently structured transition to adulthood in the most important sphere -
entering the labor market.

Contrary to the planned economy under real socialism, where, after the education
process was over a phase of finding one’s place in the labor sector easily followed,
in taking over the status of an adult even in the most important sphere, the
transformation-modernization process brings uncertainty in materializing life plans.
Unemployment and, within its framework re-qualification with partial contractual
work engagements, puts discontinuity into this process and inconsistency: that is,
transition becomes individualized.

The first post-communist generation of youth included new strategies into their
transition; they experienced the phenomenon of prolonged school holidays, a phase
of several months seeking a job with the help of the state, attempts at studying or
short-term employment abroad, and attempts to start running their own business as
far as falling through into the social network of state and non-governmental charity
organizations.Pokuste sa to prelozit® takto: vyuzivat’ socidlnu podporu Statu a
obce, pripadne vyuzivat’ podporu alebo dary rozli¢nych charitativnych organizacii
In order to understand the social behavior of youth in the Slovak Republic, it is
necessary to know the rules of the state employment policy. Graduates did not take
up jobs immediately after finishing their studies mainly because until 1996 it was
possible for them to draw a state benefit during the time they sought jobs
immediately after they were registered. Since 1 January 1997 it has been possible to
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obtain a state benefit on a job search only after 6 months.

Unemployment as a social threat and as a life experience is an element of youth
individualization that is demonstrated through acceptance of flexible solutions,
including readiness for changes in residence and professional qualification. The
comparison of surveys in 1993 and 1995 indicates that the initial shock from
unemployment has been overcome. It is confirmed by a growing tendency to draw
unemployment benefits in the Czech Republic, by an increased preparedness to
engage in business activities in Slovakia, as well as in the preference to look for a
job in ong’s line and in the place of one’s residence for an even longer period rather
than to take any job anywhere.

On the whole, it may be stated that the transition into adulthood for the first post-
communist generation is a specific process that paves the way for better
understanding of the problems of subsequent generations of youth. Analysis of
citizen’s behavior in the labor market as well as preferences for modernization
strategies intensify the overall impression that all generations are confronted with
the transition in "adulthood". It appears that even the older and the oldest
generations square up well to the "transition". Acceptance of social change brought
by transformation is more intensive with younger generations. However, in the case
of important dimensions such as privatization, democratisation and integration into
Europe, we could scarcely find statistical bonds of importance among age groups.

Transformation and modernization apparently represent a civilizational-cultural
process whose breakthrough is reflected in the attitudes and opinions of all
generations in a relatively similar way. If we come back to the beginning of our
essay on understanding transformation and modernization as a certain historical
dividing line with a generational dimension, in summary it can be said that social
changes are of such importance that practically all generations have to cope with
them jointly. A hypothesis for future research may be inferred from what has been
said: that the mere shifting of the first post-communist generation of youth into the
stages of adulthood and old age will not bring any principal or substantial change
neither in the civil potential nor in the economic prosperity of our society.
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EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

29

Slovakia and European Union



e
Youth and European ldentity

SLOVAKIA AND AUSTRIA: EUROPEAN CHALLENGES
(2000)

An important factor affecting activities of civic society in Slovakia has been the
affiliation of the Slovak Republic with the European Union, and its membership in
the Council of Europe. For young people, this means that the activities of the youth
associations, and notably the Youth Council of Slovakia, are of considerable
importance in relation to Slovakia’s integration into the new Europe, and all the
more so since many initiatives encouraging this process are implemented precisely
through the help of the emerging European youth policy and its current emphasis on
education for citizenship. The development of civil society in Slovakia was greatly
influenced by the civic youth associations and movements, especially in the uniting
of national councils and international youth organisations in Europe under the
recently created Youth Forum.

It is not only in youth movements, but also in the activities of other social
movements (e.g., environmental, peace, human and civil rights, women, etc.) where
young members become important. One might say that the highly developed
modernised societies tend to become “movement societies”. Youth movements that
appear in this context tend to take the form of the organised and continuous
collective efforts of co-operating individuals, groups and organisations aimed at
supporting and sustaining social change by means of public protest activities.
Therefore, it is not enough to create a state of affluence as a material base to
introduce citizenship and modern individuality to everyone. Young people become
citizens through organised effort, or through initiatives of people with equal
standing and common interests who, within the legal framework, join forces to
achieve a social change.

The further modernisation of Slovakia will depend as much upon the creation of
an active civil society as on the process of political and economic reform. That is, it
will depend on the forming of self-aware and active citizens (R.Rosko 1996). In
recent years we have seen a remarkable institutionalisation of civil society through
the creation of a variety of third sector organisations. This has been greatly assisted
by massive financial support from the program PHARE in the European Union and
in the USA by the program Democratic Network. This support can be regarded in
the context of the urgent need to strengthen the transformation of European
post-communist countries and their development towards a pluralistic democracy.
This is a prerequisite for their integration into the community of European
democracies associated in the European Union and NATO. We should bear in mind
that in the context of transitional societies, where civil society is not well
established and civic participation is low, state sponsorship still plays an important
role.

The volunteer and non-governmental sectors of civil society and its
development between 1993-1998 have been considered important factors in

30
Slovakia and European Union



e
Youth and European ldentity

transformation and modernisation of the Slovak Republic. However, the
maintenance and development of citizenship will depend upon the active
continuation of these non-state organisations in a situation where many of their
leaders have become members of the government or state administration, or have
left the country.

The problem is of how to establish a framework in which the state does not
interfere, despite considerable state sponsorship, and where different political
regimes will not influence the shape of civil society. As we could see during the
1998 elections, the empowerment of young people as voters and as social actors can
have important consequences for political change. The challenge for the future will
be to create and encourage a civil society in which young people will play an active
part and which can help to sustain the progress towards democratisation and the
development of a market economy in this new member country of the enlarged
European Union. Thanks to the role it played in the parliamentary election in 1998,
the Slovak Council of Youth - was involved in defining the new governmental
policy. It helped to promote a real institutional change. Governmental Council for
Issues of Children and Youth has been established. Preconditions for co-ordination
of governmental youth policy have been set, thus enabling youth representatives to
take part in decision-making processes of nationwide importance. I must emphasise
that this development is in compliance with youth policy of the European Union.
All EU countries are working on the White Paper on Youth. Youth activists in
Europe put emphasis on the fact that national Youth Councils should be formally
recognised as social and civil partners for defining state youth policy in the EU
member countries. This civil dialogue is expected to have an institutional base at
the state as well as the local level. To summarise briefly the developments after
1998: There is the Council for Issues of Children and Youth, National Youth
Conference and parliaments of children and youth, which are active in many cities
and villages. The researchers did not remain indifferent, and for the first time since
1989 a report about the situation of youth in the Slovak Republic has been
elaborated. The institutional conditions for youth policy have never been better.

Slovakia and Europe

Living conditions in Slovakia have changed substantially since 1989. One of the
main factors influencing the way people (and especially young people) feel about
life is the freedom to travel. Members of the older generation still have deep-seated
sub-conscious images of barbed wire fences (especially of the fence built along the
Slovak-Austrian border near Devin and Petrzalka).

With reference to the information we obtained, young people consider this opening
of the borders with Western countries and the destruction of the ”dead border” as an
advantage (62.2%). At the same time we have to consider that people are starting to
perceive more intensely the discrepancy between civil freedoms and the economic
opportunities available to realise them.

On the other hand, the opening-up of the borders to Western countries that has
taken place during the past ten years is not only a general process of
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democratisation allowing citizens to move freely. This process is also taking on the
dimension of European integration, and thus has not only a civil dimension but also
political, economic and social dimensions.

In our survey', young people were given the opportunity to assess the development
of Slovakia after its entry into the EU using eight criteria: economic development of
all members of the EU, economic development of cross-border regions, labour
market and unemployment, development of tourism, feeling of self-confidence and
knowledge of the country, security and crime rate (delinquency), development of
road traffic and the quality of life.

Different aspects of social life in Slovakia are evaluated positively with regard to
integration into the EU. However, integration into the EU is also perceived as a
danger. Primary school pupils in particular have the feeling that they do not have
enough information to judge certain aspects and they refused to take a clear
position.

To demonstrate the young people’s contradicting views in their understanding of
the integration into the EU, we offer two examples:

1. The crime rate in the EU is perceived as a danger by 48% respondents

Young people between the ages of 21 and 24 years feel relatively more endangered
by the rise of crime and the decline of security (48.0%) than people between 15 and
20 years. This situation is to a certain extent illustrated by the answer I do not
know” which was the most frequent in the group of primary school pupils (40.7%).
With respect to individual cities, the greatest feeling of risk is among young people
from Nitra, B. Bystrica and Bratislava, where the rates are between 53 and 56%.

2. 48% think that membership in the EU will have a positive effect on the
unemployment rate in Slovakia

The development of the labour market and the rate of unemployment are perceived
as largely positive in connection with integration into the EU. University students
(65.1%) and young people in Trencin (58.8%) are the most optimistic in their
expectations about this issue. Surprisingly, the opinions of both the unemployed
and the employed as well as students of vocational and secondary schools (45-49%)
differ only slightly. All this means that there is still a prevailing hope among the
majority of young people (including those who are currently unemployed) that the
integration into the EU labour force market, elimination of obstacles to free
movement of the labour force, or possibly inflow of capital and investments will
facilitate the improvement of the general employment situation in Slovakia. (Figure
No. 1: Advantages and disadvantages of integration into the EU).

More detailed analysis confirms that young employed people who have a university
degree or a full secondary school education, or who are currently university or
secondary school students see the most advantages. Apprentices (vocational school
students) and young housewives, however, can see only a few advantages of the
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integration into the EU. The young people from PreSov have the most pessimistic
attitude towards the advantages of integration.

Despite some worries about negative effects of EU membership the advantages
prevail (72.1%). EU membership is even seen favourably, as more than just the
opening of the borders to Western countries after 1989 (62.2%).

Slovakia and Austria

Our cooperation with Austria has its unquestionable priorities. We do not refer here
to our cultural affinity and historical tradition. Austria is the only one of Slovakia’s
direct neighbours that has been a member of Western countries with a social market
economy and working democracy. Moreover, Slovakia and Austria shared a
common history after 1989. The content of this common history is the process of
Austrian integration into the EU and the Slovak process of becoming an
independent state. These processes were frequently mirrored in various stages of
mutual cooperation as the bilateral relations were being intensified or becoming
more detached. Austrian membership in the EU also substantially influenced its
opportunities in the field of youth policy and youth activity programmes.

Our analysis starts from the most basic fact about the rate of visits to Austria and
how young people assess their visits. The most popular Austrian destination for
Slovak visitors is Vienna (more than one visit 23.7%, one visit 28.8%). It means
that approximately 52.5 % of young Slovak citizens have visited the capital of the
neighbouring country. The rate of visits to Lower Austria (more than one visit
15.1% and one visit 14.7%) as well as to other federal states of Austria is somewhat
lower, i.e., 30% and 23.8% (Figure No. 2: Visits.)

Most visitors to Vienna are young people coming from Bratislava, Trnava, Trencin
and Nitra. The origins of visitors to Lower Austria are similar: Bratislava, Trnava,
Nitra, Trencin. Visitors to other federal states of Austria come mostly from
Bratislava, but Nitra caught up in this category of visitors. Presov, Zilina,
B.Bystrica and also KoSice have significantly fewer contacts with Austria.

The evaluation of these contacts is generally either very positive or positive.
Occasionally, there are negative attitudes. It would surely be very interesting to
obtain and compare similar information from young Austrians about their visits to
Slovakia and their evaluation of these visits.

Austria has shown its positive attitude towards the transformation of Slovakia into a
country with a market economy and pluralistic democracy during the recent years,
regardless of whether Slovakia was a part of Czechoslovakia or an independent
state after 1993.

Our respondents gave answers to our question of whether Austria (especially
Vienna) and Lower Austria should be initiators of the mutual cooperation. The
prevailing type of answer is “they should be initiators” (51.2%), but a large part of
respondents said “’yes, definitely”(19.7%). Agreement is most frequently expressed
by secondary school and university students, by young people from Nitra, Trnava,
and also from Bratislava.
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Table 1

If we compare advantages and disadvantages generally arising from the entry
of these countries into the EU and opening-up of boundaries related to this
situation, what will prevail?

Disadvantages rather than advantages 27.9
Advantages rather than disadvantages 72.1
Table 2:

Have you been to Austria recently?

Yes, often Yes, once
Vienna 23.6 28.9
Lower Austria 15.1 14.8
Other part of Austria 7.6 16.3

We inquired further as to how important the youth activities are in the cooperation
between Slovakia and Austria. Youth activities such as cooperation between
schools, youth festivals, and programmes of student exchange are seen as very
important indeed.

In two cases (cooperation between schools and student exchanges), there is a clear
support from young housewives, pupils and students, and the unemployed. Youth
festivals elicited a positive reaction mainly among university students, whereas
there was average support from the rest of the groups.

Austria, Slovakia and the EU

The bilateral cooperation between Slovakia and Austria has changed since Austria
became a member state of the EU and Slovakia a potential accession country.
During our visit to the youth department of the Lower Austrian Government in
1999, we got to know a political slogan: Austria is the heart of the EU without
boundaries. This nice association was used by the political leaders of the country in
their effort to win the support of Austrian citizens for the idea that Austria
(especially Lower Austria) should no longer have frozen borders with the former
Communist Czechoslovakia and post-Communist Slovakia—the borders that used to
be a no-man’s-land.

As a country belonging to the EU, Austria has a good chance to change from being
a border country of the EU to a country belonging to the heart of the EU without
boundaries. We asked our young people from eight main regional centres what this
will mean for Austria.
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The prevailing opinion is that for Austria it will be very good (14.6%) and good
(35.4%) if the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia become members of the EU.
A significant number answered, ”’I do not know” (32.3%).

A certain number of respondents think, however, that for Austria it will be worse
rather than better (15.2%) and only a very small group of respondents thinks it will
be very bad (2.5%).

Table 3
Slovakia wants to enter the EU as soon as possible. If this happens, border
controls will disappear. What attitude will Austria take?

Will be very supportive 17.5
Will be rather hesitant 67.7
Will probably oppose Slovakia’s entry into the EU 14.8

Young people from Presov and Kosice (Eastern Slovakia) often answered, I do not
know”. The remaining cities have negative expectations (18-20%) for Austria and
its situation after its neighbours entered the EU.

Young citizens of Trnava (West Slovakia) showed the most faith in Austria’s good
future: the evaluation It will be positive for Austria” is shared by 53.3% (with
22.2% of responses “very good”).

Slovakia’s effort not to miss the process of integration will not depend solely on its
actions (as it is often one-sidedly emphasised) — the support and cooperation from
its neighbours will be equally important; Austria has a unique position and
importance for Slovakia.

Our survey was carried out before the new coalition government came into power
in Austria and the fierce reaction of the EU member states against the participation
of J. Haider and his Freedom Party in the new government. Despite this, there is a
remarkable observation that our young fellow citizens carefully follow our
complicated situation and make differentiated assessments of our neighbours’
attitudes.

Answers to the question "What is the most probable attitude of Austria towards
Slovakia’s effort to enter the EU?” were clearly divided into three groups: will be
very supportive 17.6%, will be rather hesitant 67.8%, will probably oppose
Slovakia’s entry into the EU 14.6%.

The young people having the closest contacts with Lower Austria (Trnava)
expressed the highest optimism and the lowest pessimism: the expectation of active
support (26%), the expectation of opposition (8%)
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Table 4:
How do you assess the development of Slovakia in the following fields when it is a
member of the EU?

No
o . I do not
respons
Positively | Negatively : P Know

Economic development of all
members 43.0 8.4 27.0 22.6
Economic develgpment of 450 31 250 24
cross-border regions
Labour market-unemployment 48.0 16.5 21.0 14.6
Development of tourism 65.0 3.5 22.0 8.8
Feeling of self-confidence
and knowledge 41.0 6.9 37.0 14.8
Security, crime rate (delinquency) | 12.0 48.0 25.0 15.1
Development of road traffic 38.0 18.5 29.0 14.0
Quality of life 40.0 9.8 29.0 20.4

From the above (see table No. 4) we can infer that it is necessary to intensify all
existing forms of youth cooperation in the regions of Bratislava and western
Slovakia (Zahorie, Malé Karpaty). Apart from the traditional forms of development
in the near-border regions, it would be strategically useful to look for new
possibilities of cooperation also for Presov and Zilina cities where the cooperation
(economic or cultural) is not less developed.

Conclusion

Young people living in the eight main regional centres of Slovakia have shown
their positive attitudes and opinions towards the opening of Slovakia to the
European integration process in which they see good prospects for economic
development not only for Slovakia itself, but also of all EU member countries. They
perceive the process of opening Slovak boundaries to Europe to be internally
contradictory: on the one hand it promises solutions to the difficult problem of
unemployment, but on the other hand, it presents a certain danger to the security of
inhabitants.

Among our neighbours, Austria is a partner who has become a relatively well-
known partner by our young citizens during the last 10 years. They frequently visit
Austria, especially its capital Vienna and the towns in Lower Austria. There are
many forms of civil cooperation, predominantly with the above-mentioned cities
and regions.
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Youth projects of cooperation have an honest place here thanks to the Regional
Youth Departments of Lower Austria and Municipality of Vienna City. Young
citizens of Slovakia have positive experience with these contacts and the quality of
the contacts has been reflected in higher expectations regarding Austria’s attitude of
support towards Slovakia’s effort to become a member of the EU.

Even today - step-by-step - we are reinforcing the positive attitude of young people
in Slovakia towards the European integration by developing cooperation between
the young people in both countries.

There are pragmatic reasons for not neglecting this area: in a few years’ time, these
now 15- tol8-year-old people will be a decisive group in the ratification plebiscite
concerning Slovakia’s entry into the EU. The reform of the civil service will
probably be helpful in this process, too. Increased decision-making powers of local
authorities, or possibly of new regional units, should at last stabilise the partnership
relations between youth departments of the Austrian Regional Governments and
their counterparts in Slovakia.

There have been many generous offers for cooperation, especially from the
Regional Youth Departments of Vienna, Lower Austria, Burgenland, and Salzburg,
but unfortunately there have been no reliable or competent partners for this
cooperation on the Slovak side. Now the local governments posses authorization for
youth work in leisure time, we have a chance to improve and extend cooperation in
Trnava, Trenéin, Nitra, PreSov and Zilina.

In this way we can readily see the close relation between national youth policy and
other strategic programmes for modernisation and prosperity of Slovakia. Youth
mobility programmes are predominantly associated with processes of European
integration. These processes are nothing other than a reaction of the continental
European community to the challenge of globalisation.

37
Slovakia and European Union



e
Youth and European ldentity

Young People in Bratislava and Prague: National and
Supra-National Identities"

Introduction

Though the split of the Czechoslovak federation occurred without giving the people
a chance to express their opinion about the planned act (in the end this decision
was taken by two political leaders), the mutual emancipation of these new nations
could be a positive outcome of a long struggle between Slovaks and Czechs for
their national sovereignty and a dignified position among European nations. One
can even say that the relationships between the two nations have gradually
improved since the dissociation. This point of view seems to be common in the both
publics now.

Project Methodology and Sample: Bratislava - Prague

As Jamieson notes, “Since the 1970s, the idea of European citizenship and a
‘People’s Europe’ has been promoted by politicians, intellectuals and bureaucrats of
the European Community (2002, p. 508). She emphasizes that it can be “useful to
distinguish the possibility of a European identity as a type of supra-national identity
from a sense of European citizenship, a citizenship identity rather than a national
identity... Unpacking the distinction between ‘national-identity’ and ‘citizenship-
identity’, however, requires a review of debates about nationalism and citizenship
on the one hand"™ and deeper scrutiny of the concept of ‘identity’ on the other”
(Jamieson, L. 2002, p. 509).

The research project ‘Orientations of Young Men and Young Women to
Citizenship and European Identity’ provides a new insight into the orientations of
young people toward 'being European' and to European citizenship, including better
insight into the possible sources of differences between and within nations and
regions: In the case of this article, those between Bratislava and Prague in the
Slovak and Czech Republic.

There were two groups in both countries, comprising young people aged 18-24: a
random sample drawn from all social backgrounds, and a highly educated group
with pro-European career orientations, e.g. European Law or studying multiple
European languages. This sampling allows us to compare 'ordinary’ young people
with those who have particular reasons for feeling pro-European. In both cases, we
recruited equal number of young men and young women and only those who have
grown up in the region and the country. Our random samples consist of young
people aged 18 - 24 years old: Prague n = 396 and Bratislava, n = 397. Our target
group is made up of young people from Prague (n=89) and Bratislava (n=98), aged
18-24 years old."

The Prague and Bratislava random samples are similar in almost all important
socio-demographic indicators (see tables). This is especially true for the proportion
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of men and women in the samples from both cities. In the case of the age structure,
the proportion of young people aged 18-21 in the Prague random sample (43.8%) is
slightly higher than in the Bratislava random sample (39.3%). It is also higher than
the proportion of the 18-21 age group in the Prague group. When looking at the
educational qualifications among participants, in the Prague random sample there
are more people with the general high school qualification (31.8%) than in the
Bratislava random sample (22.7%). The proportion of young people from the
Bratislava random sample with a vocational qualification is slightly greater than in
Prague, especially those with the lower vocational qualification (23.4% in
Bratislava vs. 15.7% in Prague). In the Bratislava random sample there is a higher
proportion of young people with at least one parent in a managerial or senior
official position (18.3%) than in Prague (10.0%).

Both random and target samples from both cities have a very high proportion of
young people born in that city or elsewhere in the respective countries. There is also
a very high proportion of single people with no children. A large proportion of the
participants’ parents were born in the cities where the participants live now. The
overwhelming majority of parents, both of the random and target samples, were
born in the respective country.

Both samples contain only a small proportion of ethnic minorities or people with a
non-Czech/Slovak background. In the Prague and Bratislava random samples,
91.3% and 93.0% of participants respectively report not having a parent of a
different ethnicity/nationality’. In the Prague and Bratislava target groups it is
94.3% and 82.0%, respectively. The most represented “different” nationality in
both the Prague random and target samples is Slovak (about 2%) and in both the
Bratislava random and target samples group, it is Czech and Hungarian (about 2%
each). Traditionally, Bratislava has a relatively high proportion of inhabitants of
Hungarian nationality. Those parents with Czech nationality in the Bratislava
samples and those parents with Slovak nationality in the Prague samples are
probably people who came to Prague/Bratislava to work during the existence of
Czechoslovakia or those who later married a local national.

A structured questionnaire was used to explore the meaning of ‘being European’
and respondents' ideals and active citizenship involvement. The questionnaire
explores understandings and experience involved in constructions of self in relation
to others, social obligation to others, and sense of social inclusion and exclusion.
This could indicate whether respondents incline to racism or tolerance, civic or
ethnic citizenship. The questionnaire includes keys to analysis of how personal,
familial and locally based understandings and experiences are connected to
orientations of being 'European' and European citizenship.

Table 1: Socio-demographic structure of Prague and Bratislava samples (in %)

Prague Bratislava

Random Target Random Target
Men 47.5 40.4 49.6 49.0

39
Slovakia and European Union




e
Youth and European ldentity

Women 525 59.6 50.4 51.0
Aged 18-21 57.1 38.2 53.4 46.9
Aged 22-24 42.9 61.8 46.6 53.1
Born in the city 81.6 78.2 79.6 80.6
Born in the country

(CR/SR) 99.0 97.8 97.7 100.0

Table 2: Highest educational qualification of participants (in %)

Prague Bratislava
Random | Target | Random | Target
Basic education 46.0 65.2 54.2 68.5
General high school 31.8 52.8 22.7 65.3
Lower vocational/basic initial

apprenticeship qualification 15.7 0.0 234 2.0

ngher. . Vocat}onal{baiilc initial 295 236 332 173
apprenticeship qualification

First University degree (BA) 9.1 14.6 6.3 5.1
Higher postgraduate/university  degree

(PhD, MA) 4.5 5.6 6.0 1.0

The Czech, Slovak and “Czechoslovak” Identity

Our data enables us to compare the strength of attachment to territory, country and
Europe (Table 3). As already mentioned, a high proportion of participants (overall
about 80%) contacted in Prague and Bratislava were also born there.

In both random samples, the participants feel slightly more attached to their native
country than to their hometown. Different result came up in the target groups, yet
still more pronounced in Bratislava than in Prague.

The Slovak and Czech Republic were, until 1993, parts of a common state
(Machonin, P., 2002) we also wanted to know whether the participants felt any
attachment to the territory of “the other republic” (the Slovak Republic for Czech
and the Czech Republic for Slovak participants). This attachment is relatively low
across all the groups. It might be due to the fact that we asked, in this particular
case, about the attachment to the territory of the actual Czech/Slovak Republic. In
fact we do not know how people understand the concept of attachment. For
instance, attachment to his/her hometown might be associated with an emotional
attachment to a family or friends who live there, not with the territory itself. If we
had asked, for example, about ”Czech/Slovak culture”, the attachment would have
been likely higher, especially in the case of young people from Bratislava, who are
still very much in contact with Czech literature, music and cinematography.
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Overall, the attachment to Europe is higher that the attachment to “the other
republic”. There is no statistically significant difference between the attachment to
Europe expressed by the target groups and random samples of both countries.

Table 3: Percentage of people with “strong” or ‘complete” attachment to city,
nation (the Czech Republic or the Slovak Republic), the other nation within
former Czechoslovakia (the Czech Republic for Slovaks and the Slovak
Republic for Czechs), and to Europe

Prague Bratislava
Random | Target |Random | Target
To your hometown 70.3 75.0 67.5 75.3
To your native country 77.5 70.4 71.8 66.2
To the Czech Republic - - 14.8 20.0
To Slovakia 15.4 17.3 - -
To Europe 41.6 50.6 43.5 47.7

We also asked the participants to what extent ‘being from Prague/Bratislava” and
‘being from the Czech Republic/Slovak Republic” was important for them as a
source of their overall identity. As table 4 illustrates, these items are considered
important by a relatively high proportion of participants, but are not considered the
most important aspect of self. Participants got a list of items and answered the
question: ‘How would you rate the importance of the following in terms of who you
are, that is, how you feel or think about yourself as a person?’

The table shows the percentage of interviewees in Prague and Bratislava rating
items on the highest two points on a five-point scale of importance. Friends, family,
partner, professional career and education are clearly rated as the most important
sources of their identity (Machacek, L. — Lasticova, B., 2003). More young women
than young men in Prague samples consider family relationships important for their
overall identity .

The above-mentioned sources are more important than ‘being from’ the Czech
Republic/Slovakia and "the place of birth’. Bratislava target group participants rate
‘being from the country” as less important than other items. Being from Slovakia is
more important for young people from the Bratislava random sample than for the
young people from the target group.

Table 4: Percentage of interviewees rating items as “important” or “very
important” for their overall identity,

Prague Bratislava
Random | Target | Random | Target
Place of birth 46.2 48.3 47.7 47.9
Being from Prague/Bratislava 67.5 71.9 65.0 58.8
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Being from CR/SR 68.1 68.2 60.0 48.4
Being a future EU citizen 44.0 68.5 59.5 69.5

Graph 1: Where do you plan to live when you are 30?

NENENENEN

20+
10+
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In Prague/Bratislava Elsewhere in CR/SR In Europe Elsewhere in the
world
‘ O Prague Random H Bratislava Random ‘

We can observe the same pattern for the Bratislava random sample and target
groups, but the differences are not statistically significant. The high preference for
their own cities in the random sample could be partially explained by the fact, that
Prague and Bratislava are the capitals offering relatively many opportunities for
work, education and entertainment. In Slovakia, in particular, the cultural and
educational life is still very much concentrated in Bratislava.

The proportion of those who plan to stay in their own city is higher in the Prague
random sample, Prague being probably considered "an attractive place to live in". In
contrast to Bratislava, Prague is a metropolis of European or even world caliber.
For the young citizens of Bratislava, it may be one of the primary destinations on
their way to (14.4%) (Graph 1).

The Czechoslovak: from national feeling to feeling of reciprocity

In our study we asked about the ‘strength of attachment to’ particular geographical
entities, and about the ‘strength of feeling’ about particular nationalities. These
questions show a similar pattern of variation in terms of people’s feelings about
their country and their nationality.

Despite the existence of two separate countries, our participants were asked to
express the strength of their feeling about being ’Czechoslovak™ (Graph 2). It
should be noted that recognition of Czechoslovakia by the victorious great powers
as an independent state in 1918 was associated with the concept of a “unified
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Czechoslovak nation”. Political negotiators after the fall of the Austrian-Hungarian
Empire fought against its dominant non-Slav Austrian and Hungarian government
and the argument of cultural and language closeness (identity) was not only tactical
but also truthful. Nevertheless, there are different and meanings for the Czechs and
Slovaks. “The first Czechoslovak Republic represented for majority of the Czechs
the success of the national emancipation movement. ... The integration of “the
Slovak national segment” was an extension of the Czech historical statehood
towards the east rather than its new definition” (Pauer, J., 2003, p. 23).

The strong assimilation pressure after the Austrian-Hungarian compensation (1867)
and the situation at the end of the World War I manifested the fact that the concept
of unified state-forming Czechoslovak nation'" gained a decisive political support.
For the Slovaks, it was primarily protection against Hungarian assimilation.
Nevertheless it was also a chance for national emancipation and the first major
experience of a functioning parliamentary democracy. Democratic experience was
especially important because it was rather a unique case than the norm of the day in
the region of Central Europe. At the same time the countries bordering
Czechoslovakia struggled with fascist and authoritarian rule (Germany, Poland,
Hungary and Soviet Russia). However, the Slovak national emancipation was not
going to be further developed under the conditions of parliamentary democracy.
This was signalised by World War II events (the establishment of the war-time
Slovak Republic™ in 1939) and by the course of the democratisation process in
Czechoslovakia (federalisation in 1968).

Czechoslovakism has been for the Czechs a significant component of the
national identity even after 1990: they have kept the state flag, and still
commemorate the day when Czechoslovakia was established as a national holiday.

Even after 1993, the concept of “Czechoslovak reciprocity” still has its
followers among the Slovak cultural elite and the public. It does not contain only
the traditional historical and cultural (language), but also many social-structural
(mixed marriages of Slovaks and Czechs and their children in Bratislava and
Prague) and economic-political (a pillar in the processes of European integration
and the advantageous interconnection with the economic market) sources and
causes.

Graph 2 Intensity of feeling like a Czechoslovak
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As shown in the scale above (Graph 2) as many as two-thirds of the young
generation we interviewed perceive the reciprocity and solidarity of the Czechs and
Slovaks to some degree. This is demonstrated in various positive phenomena of
cooperation between independent republics and in European institutions.

If we compare the strength of feeling about the ”Czechoslovak™ nationality with
the strength of attachment to the partner republics within former Czechoslovakia,
we can see that the patterns of responses to these questions are similar among
young people from both cities in all groups.

The feeling of his/her nationality is equally strong in all the groups of
participants and seems to be stronger than the attachment to their countries. In spite
of the fact that our participants have lived for 10 years (for some of them half of
their lives) in the independent Czech Republic and Slovak Republic, there is still
almost one fifth of persons in both random samples and in the Prague target group
and almost a quarter in the Bratislava target group, who feel strongly about the
“Czechoslovak™ nationality. (Table 5)

Table 5: Percentage with “strong” or ‘very strong” feelings about national
identities (in %

Prague Bratislava
Random Target Random Target
Slovak - - 87.2 88.7
Czech 87.5 87.5 - -
Czechoslovak 18.1 17.5 19.3 24.0
Table 6: Feeling strong or complete attachment to (in %)
Czech Slovak Spain Britain
Republic | Republic P

Study area Prague |Bratislava | Bilbao | Madrid | Edinburgh | Manchester
University 77 77 82 | o8 79 68
town

Region or| Not 77 75 87 81
sub-nation asked Not asked Euskadi | Madrid | Scotland England
Nation/federal | - 7¢ 72 41 80 46 72
nation

Europe 42 44 39 54 32 39

Question: ‘People may feel different degrees of attachment to their city, town or village, to their
region, to their country or to Europe. Thinking about your own attachments, and using the scale
(0=not at all attached — 4=completely attached), please rate how you feel about....".; a. r.= autonomous
region

In contemporary multinational federal states, Great Britain and Spain, being
“British” and “Spanish” is different from feeling “Czechoslovak” when two
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separate countries exist instead of common state. It may be presumed that if
Czechoslovakia still existed today, the perception of “Czechoslovak™ identity, in
case of the Slovaks would be analogous to the Scots’ perception of “British” or the
Basques’ recognition of ”Spanish” (Table 6).

Identification with Europe or the European Union

Measuring the attachment to Europe and attitudes of young people toward
European citizenship and EU is a method of investigating "European identity’.
However, each of these indicators measures different aspect of it. Thus European
identity cannot be reduced to only one of these indicators.

That is why, in the qualitative part of our research, it will be necessary to
explore the meanings of the terms ‘being European’, 'being a European citizen’,
etc.

We asked our respondents about how it feels being "European’. As we can see,
the proportion of the respondents with very strong or strong feelings about being
European (Table 7) is overall lower than the proportion of the respondents with
very strong or strong feelings about being Czech/Slovak. However, this feeling was
expressed by at least 59.7% of participants in both studied groups in both cities.

Table 7: Strong or Complete Feelings About ‘Being European’ versus Other
Nationalism (in %)

Czech Slovak

Republic | Republic Spain Britain

Study area | Prague |Bratislava| Bilbao | Madrid |Edinburgh|Manchester
Region/sub- Not Not asked 68 67 85 80
nation asked Basque | Madrilenian | Scottish English
Federal 33 37 31 68 43 77
nationality Spanish | Spanish British British
European 65 59 28 38 23 30

Question ‘Now I would like to ask you about the strength of how you feel about holding different
nationalities On a scale of 0-4 (0=no feeling at all, 4=very strong feeling) how do you feel about
being... (for instance) English/Scottish, British, European?’

This proportion is also much higher than the proportion of the participants who
feel themselves to be Czechoslovak (Table 5).

In both Bratislava and Prague, more young people from target groups than from
random samples reported very strong or strong feelings about being European .
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Graph 3: Percentage of those with very strong or strong feelings (3-4) about
being

European European Citizen Future EU citizen

O Praha Random B Bratislava Random

Participants were asked, ‘how frequently they think of themselves as a
European citizen and as a global citizen’. Only 8.3% of participants in the Prague
random sample and 9.8% in the Bratislava random sample chose the answer ‘often’
and ‘always’™. However, in both the Prague and Bratislava target groups, a
significantly higher proportion of the participants chose the latter answer.

Also slightly more young people in the Prague than in the Bratislava target
group chose the answer "often and always’, but this difference is not statistically
significant. It seems that 'being European’ and ‘being European citizen’ means
different thing for our participants.

Overall, but especially in the random samples from both cities, the
proportion of young people who feel a “strong” or a "complete” attachment to
Europe (Table 4) is higher than the proportion of those who ‘often’ or ‘always’
think of themselves as European citizens.

Finally, we asked our participants to rate on a scale from 0 to 4, how important
‘being a future citizen of the European Union’ is in terms of how they feel or think
about themselves as a person. 43% (Graph 3) of young people in the Prague and
59% in the Bratislava random samples rated European citizenship as of "high” or
‘very high” importance. In Prague, a significantly higher proportion of young
people from the target group rated it like that, than from the random sample. The
difference between the Bratislava samples is not significant, but considerably more
target group participants seem to consider being future citizens of the EU as
important.

Only in Bratislava the majority of interviewees equally rated citizenship in the
European Union and national identity as important for ‘how I feel or think about
myself” (60% & 60%). There is a surprisingly large difference (Jamieson, L., et al,
2003) in the proportion placing importance on European citizenship between
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Bratislava and Prague (60% & 44%). A finding could be predicted from other
answers, mainly from “understanding of Europe” and “what Europe means”.

The meaning of Europe
The "geographical” representation of Europe

We wanted to know what Europe means for young people. First we explored
geographical representations of Europe. We made it clear that there was no ‘right’
list of countries in Europe and that Europe meant different things to different
people.

Participants were offered a list of seven countries, including the EU
accession states (the Czech and Slovak Republic, Estonia, Turkey), countries that
are not EU members (Iceland, Russia) and one member state (Britain/UK). The
countries were chosen to represent the geographical ‘edges’ of Europe, the North
Atlantic and Iceland in the north, the UK and the continental ‘edges’ by Russia,
Estonia and Turkey. The countries were listed in a random order. The participants
were asked to consider each country being a part of Europe or not.

The overwhelming majority of participants in both studied cities and both in the
random samples and target groups see the Czech and Slovak Republic as part of
Europe. This could be explained by countries’ common history and cultural
traditions, close languages, geographical location and mutual interaction in various
fields, for example, on the governmental level in the integration processes into EU
and NATO.

Table 8: Percentages of participants who think of the selected country as part

of Europe
Country Prague Bratislava
Random Target Random Target

UK 90.4 95.5 81.1 90.8
Turkey 27.5 31.5 50.4 31.6
Eigfglic 90.7 92.1 96.7 100.0
Estonia 60.9 75.3 49.4 64.3
Iceland 55.1 73.0 52.6 67.3
Slovakia 93.4 96.6 96.0 98.0
Russia 49.0 40.4 55.9 56.1

On the other hand, Turkey has the lowest ranking from all the countries listed.
Turkey obtained the highest rating in the Bratislava random sample (as resid
>1,96), when only half of participants see it as a part of Europe. This low ranking
can be explained by the country’s geographical distance from Slovakia and the
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Czech Republic, but mainly by the cultural differences and differences in religion,
Turkey being a Muslim country.

In both cities examined, Estonia and Iceland are considered European countries by
a significantly higher proportion of respondents from the target groups than from
the random samples (as resid >1,96). Estonia obtained the lowest ranking in the
Bratislava random sample. In fact, the differences can be explained by the fact that
the Baltic States are relatively unknown amongst the general population, which
leads to perceptions of them as homogenous states and being still part of the former
Soviet Empire.

The target group participants seem to be more acquainted with Estonia’s economic
and political achievements, which have played a large part in Estonia’s accession to
the EU.

Russia is excluded from Europe by a substantial part of both the Prague random
sample and the target group participants. However, more than half of the
participants both in the Bratislava random sample and the target group consider it
the part of Europe, more than Turkey, for example. The perception of Russia in the
Slovak and Czech Republic has been considerably influenced by the experience of
40 years of the communist regime, Russia being the most powerful heir of the
former USSR.

One of the possible reasons of the difference in perception between Prague and
Bratislava respondents could be, for example, the crushing of the Prague Spring in
August 1968 and the harsher regime in the Czech lands during normalisation.
Another factor could be the relative geographical proximity of Slovakia and Russia.
A potential factor behind young Prague inhabitants’ exclusion of Russia from the
concept of Europe could be the inflow of “new rich” Russians into the Czech
Republic and the “invasion” of Chechnya refugees.

All different perceptions of European countries need to be further explored and
explained through qualitative interviews.

"What Europe means for you’

In addition to the question of which countries are part of Europe, interviewees were
asked how important the following issues in relation to ‘what Europe means’ to
them: ‘membership of the European Union’, ‘Euro currency’, ‘geographical
location’, ‘certain values and traditions’. Interviewees were asked to rank each from
0-4, from ‘not at all important’ to ‘very important’.

Table 9: Percentage of participants ranking the following as ”very important”
in what Europe means to them. In brackets is the sum of percentages of those
who answered ”important” or ”very important” (3-4)

Prague Bratislava
Random Target Random Target
Membership in the EU 28.1(57.0)|41.4 (66.7) | 47.6 (68.7) | 47.4 (78.3)
Euro currency 15.4 (40.7) | 25.3 (44.8) | 29.8 (62.3) | 33.3 (62.6)

Slovakia and European Union
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Geographical location 27.2(61.3)|37.9 (64.3)|37.6 (64.2) | 37.9 (70.5)
Certain values and traditions | 39.0 (72.7) | 40.9 (85.2) | 43.7 (67.7) | 45.7 (72.3)

None of the items was placed close to "very important” ("4 on the scale) by
the majority. This may indicate that the judgment of the meaning of Europe is a
complex process, combining many different criteria and the ratings are thus not
clear-cut. It might also indicate a lack of knowledge or lack of interest in the issues.

Membership in the EU, euro, and the geographical location of the country
are considered as "very important” by more young people in the Prague target group
than the Prague random sample (as resid >1,96). In Bratislava, there is no
significant difference between the responses of the random sample and the target
group in any four categories.

The euro seems to be the least important in both Prague samples. This tendency
is even stronger when we look at the sum of the percentages of those answering
'very important” and ‘important” (3 and 4). Then, in the case of both Prague
samples, the euro currency’ is the only item that is not considered as "important” for
the meaning of Europe by the majority of respondents. On the other hand, the
majority of participants in both the Bratislava random sample and target group see
it as important. Young people from Bratislava, probably more than their Prague
peers, link EU integration to the economic development and the economic
prosperity of the country, which is symbolised by euro.

The results (Table 9) clearly show that for the Slovaks, Europe means much
more than for the Czechs all that formally characterize the European Union
politically (membership) and economically (common currency - euro). It also
means that the Slovaks, being a relatively young nation, grasp very well that they
will be definitely labelled and also recognized as the Europeans only as EU
members. The Czechs with their rich historical and cultural tradition and
autonomous statehood were never faced with such a problem in modern history.

Table 10: Percentage of interviewees including CZ and SK in their ‘Europe’

Sl <|zpPoEholE ||zl zFo
[ - o :

Respondents from u:é S | & g g s g g % ?
listed countries S |E | & 2 5|2 |° a S g
N g2 = = 2 =
'

Czech Republic 73 |81 {95 |98 |90 |70 |66 |64 |44 |58

Slovak Republic 73 |81 (97 |97 |81 |56 |61 |61 |37 |49

The answer options were yes (shown above), no and don’t know. ‘Don’t knows’ are
included in the valid percentages.
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Certain doubts on attachment of the Slovaks to Europe are roused among citizens of
big cities (Table 10), with exception of Austria and Czech. Analysis comparing all
of the data suggests that those respondents “living in Manchester had a particularly
narrow and distinctive view of ‘Europe’. The majority of Manchester interviewees
included Turkey (54%) in ‘their’ Europe but only a minority included the Czech
(44%) and Slovak Republics (37%). Only a minority of respondents in Edinburgh
included the Slovak Republic (49%) in ‘their’” Europe” (Jamieson, L., et al,
2003:21).

The meaning of Europe for interviewees is an area that we hope to explore more
thoroughly through in-depth interviews.

Attitudes towards European integration

One of our aims has also been to explore the attitudes toward European integration
among young people in Prague and Bratislava. The participants were asked to rate
on a scale (0 no impact — 4 a big impact) the impact of the future integration of their
country into the EU. They were considering, respectively, the impact on
themselves, their region (Prague/Bratislava) and their country (Czech/Slovak
Republic).

Table 11: Percentage of participants thinking that the integration of CR/SR
will have “an impact” or "a big impact” (answering 3 or 4 on the scale)

. . Prague Bratislava
Impact of integration on
Random Target Random Target
You personally 58.3 78.6 53.7 68.3
Prague/Bratislava 72.5 84.3 68.0 82.7
Czech/Slovak Republic 83.3 94.4 78.6 90.8

The majority of young people from both cities and both samples consider that
European integration will have an impact on themselves, their region/city and the
country.

As (Table 11) illustrates, the percentage of respondents who think there will be an
impact, is highest for the anticipated impact on the country and decreases for the
city and again for the anticipated impact on the participant. One possible
interpretation of this pattern of answers is that our interviewees do not really
understand what EU membership can bring to them as individuals, but they can
better imagine its consequences on macro social - economic and political - level.
Nowadays, the economic and political consequences are emphasised in media most
of all. However, many young people probably do not understand what exactly the
costs and the benefits of EU integration are and subsequently see it as relatively
distant to their own lives™.

Moreover, the young people in Bratislava and Prague expect that the impact of EU
integration will be mainly positive. The Prague target group participants expect it to
be almost equally positive for themselves, their region and the country. In both
cities, the number of young people expecting EU integration to have a positive
impact is significantly higher (as resid >1,96) in the target groups than in random
samples. This holds on all the three levels of anticipated impact. There are no
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gender differences Moreover, expecting a negative impact of EU integration is very
low in Bratislava and Prague. It seems that in both countries the political parties and
movements with a Euro-sceptic political agenda do not receive support from the
young people. Euro-optimistic expectations clearly dominate, especially those
related to personal prosperity, development of regional towns as well as the future
of both countries in the united Europe.

Graph 4: Will this impact be mainly positive or mainly negative?
(% respondents in Prague)

You personally

Prague

Czech Republic

Graph 5: Will this impact be mainly positive or mainly negative?
(% respondents in Bratislava)

You personally
Bratislava

Slovak Republic

Conclusion

The split of Czechoslovakia is a challenge for politicians and sociologists even after
a decade. An answer is sought to the question of whether the actions of the political
elite were justified in the light of the commencement of European integration and
the complicated split of the big federations (Yugoslavia and Soviet Union) with the
consequences for peace and European stability. An answer is sought to the question
of whether the Slovak or Czech public would support or refuse their decision if they
had been given a referendum on the matter.

In 1993, public opinion on the split of the CSFR was rather confused. It should be
noted that there was no clear feeling amongst the Czech public: 40% were positive,
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40% negative, and the rest undecided. The attitude of the Slovak public was less
confused: almost a half (47.8 %) evaluated the split negatively, 26% were
undecided and only 28.9% evaluated the split positively. The political elite knew
that the referendum would certainly mean a rejection of the split with
Czechoslovakia and for that reason there was no referendum. The 2001 research
(Tucek,M. 2003) showed, some facts of the split of Czechoslovakia in the new
light:

In opinions on the common state

1. The coexistence in the common state was not advantageous for the Slovaks in the
opinion of both the Slovaks (57.1%) and the Czechs (55.8%).

2. The coexistence in the common state was advantageous for the Czechs in the
opinion of both the Slovaks (75%) and the Czechs (61.9%).

In opinions on the prosperousness of independent republics

1. The independent development of the Czech Republic after the split was
prosperous not only in the opinion of the Czechs (67.9%) but especially of the
Slovaks (80.5%).

2. The independent development of the Slovak Republic after the split was
prosperous neither in the opinion of the Czechs (74.9%) nor, particularly, the
Slovaks (82.7%).

The public in both of the independent republics evaluate the Czech Republic's areas
of societal life - democratism, possibility of self-realisation, social certainties, social
justice, societal moral, freedom of an individual, lawfulness, and standard of life —
as better, while the Slovaks give it still higher evaluation than the Czechs.

The critical attitude of the Slovaks to their own situation after the split of the
common state (especially to the lower standard of living) does not consequently
mean a negative evaluation of the new political order created in 1989. A surprising
finding for the Czech and Slovak publics is that “...unfulfilled expectations in
Slovakia bring along almost excessive criticism of the present Slovak situation, but
the criticism does not lead to any envy or anti-Czech phobia” (Tucek, M., 2003, p.
19). This is hardly surprising for those sociologists who did some research on
Czech and Slovak relations. (Rosko, R., 2000; Machonin, P., 2002). Historically,
the hatred was never the fundamental part of Czech and Slovak relations. On the
contrary, these relations were dominated by feeling of common belonging,
solidarity, subtle irony and competitiveness.

One can assume that the Czechs do not say any more what they did during the
period of the split: That serves them right, they have what they wanted. Today,
there are mostly the Slovaks who say that, in a slightly changed form: That serves
us right, we have what we did not want, but still we did let that happen. The
nationally oriented political forces that initiated the process of the split of
Czechoslovakia had the possibility to control (1994-1998) the social transformation
processes. In the period 1998-2002 they had to retreat to the opposition particularly
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because they threatened the beliefs held by the younger generation that Slovak
membership of the European Union would lead to personal prosperity.

The low standard of living in the Slovak segment of the former common state is
objectively connected with underdeveloped infrastructure (uncompleted highways,
express railways, regional airports) with the consequences of conversion of heavy
industry (unemployment), etc.™

Under the conditions of the independent Slovak Republic, a natural battle for civic
modernisation of the Slovak society has been immediately launched. It is connected
with the founding of new civic political parties with more liberal orientation™, with
the origin of right-left democratic coalition (1998-2002) and right-oriented coalition
(2002-2005); and with an unprecedented development of civic society and the
increase of political and civic participation of youth.*™

The new national identity is also co-created by traditional instruments for
encouraging exalted manifestations of collective solidarity for removing
consequences of unjust decisions of international community.

The story of the Slovak ice-hockey team in the period 1993-2003 is a classic
example. Its success is considered as a result of long-year effort to achieve
professional performances and career, but also the outcome of “the whole nation’s”
strive for international recognition, independent existence and the respect of other
partners.™”
The European Union is a similar challenge for the Slovak Republic. After 1993 and
election results in 1994 (coalition of national political parties: V. Meciar and J.
Slota) all political processes of acceptance of Slovakia as a suitable partner not only
for NATO but also for EU, slowed down and stopped. This situation changed in
1998 thanks to the younger generation who realized that and did not let the
parliamentary agony continue. The government received a mandate to accelerate
the processes of the European integration of the Slovak Republic. In 2002, Slovakia
became a member of NATO (guarantees security of foreign investment).
In 2003, Slovakia, along with the Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Slovenia,
Estonia and Malta, successfully concluded pre-accession negotiations for EU
membership (guarantee of implementing the standards of democratic governance),
which officially began on May 1%, 2004.
Higher enthusiasm about the independent Slovak Republic does not have to be
necessarily interpreted as lower enthusiasm about Europe and European Union.
However, young people from the Bratislava random sample consider being future
EU citizens as more important than young people from the Prague random sample.
The young citizens of Bratislava have much greater expectations about
Slovakia’s EU membership at the level of “being” in Europe than “having”
something from Europe. Slovakia, which gained in the past only penalty points
from the European Union and the Council of Europe™, has gained by EU
membership a certificate of democratic country and “the Slovak chair at the
European table” (J. Carnogursky). Only two weeks before its entrance into the EU,
Slovakia held its presidential elections. In their second round, Slovak citizens
decidedly withheld Vladimir Meciar’s prospects for becoming the Slovak President
for 2004-2009 term.

53
Slovakia and European Union



e
Youth and European ldentity

REFERENCES

ADAMSKI, W. 1987. "Wydluzona mlodosc. Uwarunkowania i konsekwencje
spoleczne." In: Mlodziez w swietle zadan socjologicznych. Warszawa: COM SNP.

ADAMSKI, W.: "Youth research and Theory: Recent Trends in Cross-System and
Cross-Cultural Perspectives." Sisyphus Vol. IV: 139-156.

BECK, U., 1996: Nalézani politicna. Sociologicky c¢asopis 1996, 32, No. 2,
pp. 131-142.

BECK, U., 1986: Risikogesellschaft. Auf dem Weg in eine andere Moderne.
Frankfurt/Main 1986.

BUCHNER, P. - BOIS-REYMOND de, M. - KRUGER, H. H., 1995: Growing Up
in Three European Regions. In: Growing Up in Europe.Walter de Gruyter.
Berlin-NY 1995, pp. 43-60.

BUNCAK, J. — PISCOVA, M., 2000: Modern National Identity of Slovaks and
Their Attitude Towards Europe. Socioldgia/Slovak Sociological Review,
Vol. 32, No. 3, pp. 289-310.

BUTORA, M., 1997: Slovakia's NGOs: A Civic Archipelago of Hope and Action.
Bratislava 1997, NGOs News 7, p. 10.

BUTORA, M. - FIALOVA, Z., 1995: Neziskovy sektor a dobrovolnictvo na
Slovensku. (Non-profit sector in Slovakia) Focus, SAIA, Bratislava 1995, 87 s.

CREATION of the Civil Society in Slovakia: 1990 1993. Ed by L. Machacek

_Institute for Sociology Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava. p. 90.

CAMBALIKOVA, M., 1994: Sociologicka reflexia ob¢ianskych typov v obdobi
budovania pravneho $tatu (Charakteristika typov "zmociovac" a "podryvac". In:
Pravny obzor, ro€. 77, €. 3.

CAMBALIKOVA, M., 1998: Slovak Social Partners in the transformation and
Integration Processes, Sociologia-Slovak sociological review, No. 6, pp. 623-
631.

DEMES, P., 1999: The Third Sector and Volunteerism.In: Slovakia 1998-1999. A
Global Report on the State of Society. Institute for Public Affairs, Bratislava, pp.
347-364.

HAERPFER, C., (forthcoming) Postcommunism and Democracy. Harwood
Academic Press, London.

FINDOR, A., 2002: (De)Constructing Slovak National Mythology.
Socioldgia/Slovak Sociological Review, Vol 34, No 3, pp. 195-208.

FONTAINE, P., 1995: Europa in Zehn Lektionen. EGKS EG EAG,
Brussel Luxemberg, 46 ss.

FURLONG, A.-CARTMEL, F. Young People and Social Change. Open University
Press,Buckingham-Philadelphia 1997, 142 pp.

CHISHOLM, L. - HURRELMAN, K., 1995: Adolescence in Modern Europe.
Pluralized transition pattern and their implications for personal and social risks.
Journal of Adolescence 1995, 18, pp. 129-158.

CHISHOLM, L., 1995: European Youth Research. In: Growing Up in Europe.

Walter de Gruyter. Berlin-NY 1995, pp. 21-34..

54
Slovakia and European Union



e
Youth and European ldentity

HAVELKA, M. - Miiller, K., 1996: Procesy transformace a teorie modernizace.
Sociologicky casopis 1996, 32, No. 2, pp. 143-158.

JAMIESON, L., 2002: Theorising Identity, Nationality and Citizenship:
Implications for European Citizenship Identity. Sociolégia/Slovak Sociological
Review, Vol. 34, No. 6, pp. 507-532.

JAMIESON, L., et al, 2003: International Findings Report No. 1: Random Sample
Surveys of 18-24 year olds in site across Europe.
(http://www.sociology.ed.ac.uk/youth/docs/International analysis.pdf)

LAIFEROVA, E., 2000: Reception of Nation and National Dynamics in the Work
of Alexander Hirner. Socioldgia/Slovak Sociological Review, Vol. 32, No. 6,
pp-539-554.

LAHTEENMA, J. - SIURALA, L., 1992: Youth and Change. Helsinki 1992,
p. 192.

KAGER, A., ‘Praca s mladezou v Dolnom Rakusku’ (‘YouthWork in Lower

Austria’) in Youth and Society, No. 3, pp.37-42, 1995.

KUBIK, P., ‘Rada mladeze Slovenska a zdruzenia mladeze v procese starostlivosti

o mladez v SR’ (‘The Slovak Youth Council and Youth Association in connection

with the YouthWork in the SR”), in Youth and Society, No. 4, pp.32-39, 1992.

LES, E., 1994: The Voluntary Sector in Post-Communist East Central Europe,
Publ. by CIVICUS-World Alliance for Citizen Participation, Washington, D. C.
USA, p. 76, pp. 257-270.

MLADEZ v novej Europe’, Vyhlasenie ministrov. (“Young People in Big Europe’,

Proclamation of Ministers) In: Youth and Society, No. 2, pp.6-8, 1993.

MACHACEK, L., ‘Juraj Ceéetka a sociologia v pedagogike’ (‘Juraj Cecetka and

sociology in pedagogics’) in Pedagogicka Revue, No. 9, 1992.

MACHACEK, L., 1995: Slovak Youth Attitudes toward the Market Challenges.
Sociologia 1995, No. 7-8.

MACHACEK, L. 1988. "Hodnotove orientacie socialistickej generacie mladeze."

Sociologia 20: No. 2.

MACHACEK, L. 1994. "Social life-net and the Influence of the State on Youth in
Slovak Republic." In: Creation of the Civil Society., Slovakia: 1990-1993.
Bratislava: Institute for Sociology SASc.: 74-76.

MACHACEK, L., 1997: Priprava obanov SR na eurdpsku integraciu. Prdvny
obzor 80, c.. 3, ss. 372-377.

MACHACEK, L., 1994: Ob¢ianske typy v rodiacom sa pravnom Stite v SR:
"solitér" a "valaskar". In: Pravny obzor, Vol. 77, No. 3.

MACHACEK, L., 1996: Asociativnost’ a ob¢ianska participacia.(Association and
Civil Participation) In: Sociologia 28, No. 2.

MACHACEK, L., 1999: Youth in the Processes of Transition and Modernisation
in the Slovak Republic Czech sociological review, Vol. 6, No. 1 pp. 103-115.
MACHACEK, L., 1998: Citizenship Potencial of Unemployed and Self-Employed
Youth in East-Central Europe. Sociologia-Slovak sociological review, No. 3,

pp. 283-296.

55
Slovakia and European Union



e
Youth and European ldentity

MACHACEK, L., 1999: Youth in the Processes of Transition and Modernisation in
the Slovak Republic. Czech Sociological Review, Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 103-115.
MACHACEK, L., 2000:Youth and Creation of Civil Society in Slovakia.

Sociologia/Slovak Sociological Review, Vol. 32, No. 3, pp. 241-255.

MACHACEK, L. — LASTICOVA, B., 2003: Orientations of Young People from
Bratislava and Prague to Citizenship and European Identity. Socioldgia/Slovak
Sociological Review, Vol. 35, No. 3, pp. 247-266.

MACHONIN, P., 2002: Slovaks and Czechs on the Threshold of the European
Union. On the Possibility of Mutual Emancipation of Nations.
Sociologia/Slovak Sociological Review, Vol. 34, No 6, pp. 547-562.

MACHONIN, P. 1996. '"Post-communist Social Transformation and

Modernization" Sociologia -Slovak sociological review 28: Spring 5-12.

MARTIN, D., 1996: Modernizacia v krize: Od T. Parsonsa k J. Habermasovi.
Sociologia 1996, 28, ¢. 3, pp. 183-205.

MARSHALL, T. H., 1950: Citizenship and Social Class and other Essays.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
MARX, K. - ENGELS, F., 1977: Nemecka ideoldgia (German ideology). In:
Antologia z diel filozofov. Marxisticko-leninska filozofia. Pravda, Bratislava.
MELUCKCI, A. 1996. "Youth, time and social movements." Young. Nordic Journal
of Youth Research 4: 3-14.

NAZORY obé&anov v SR a CR. Interny material. Sociologicky ustav SAV a Ustav
sociologie C@V. Praha-Bratislava 1993.

ONDREJKOVIC, P., 1997: Negativne stranky individualizacie mladeze. PF UK,
Bratislava, 101 s.

PAUER, J., 2003: Historické rozpravy a politika v Ceskej a Slovenskej republike
po roku 1989.0S-forum obcianskej spoloc¢nosti. Vol. VII, July-August 2003,
pp.11-16.

PLICHTOVA, J. - BROZMANOVA, E., 1997: Socialne reprezentacie o
"dobre"jednotlivca a spoloénosti. Socioldgia 29, ss. 375-403.

POTUCEK, M., 1997: Nejen trh. Role trhu, stitu a ob¢anského sektoru v
prominach éeské spoleenosti. Slon, Praha, s. 188.

RICHTER, I., 1995: Nové epochy sa nezaCinaju prvy raz. In: Individualizicia
mladeZe a modernizacia spolo¢nosti, SU SAV 1995, Bratislava, pp. 7-22.

RAMOS, Maria Do Ceu, ‘Plnenie odporucani Konferencia europskych ministrov

zodpovednych za mladez v krajinach Europy’ (‘Fulfilling Recommendations of the

Third Conference of European Ministers Responsible for Youth in European

Countries’) in Youth and Society, No. 2, pp.7/16, 1993.

ROBERTS, K., ‘New routes into the labour market: youth unemployment and self-

employment in Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria and Slovakia’ in Youth and

Unemployment in Europe, IBSY, Bratislava, 1997.

ROBERTS, K. - JUNG, B., 1995: Poland's First Post-Communist Generation,
Avebury 1995, p. 234,

ROBERTS, K. 1995. Individualizacia a ohrozenie mladeze v Europe. In:
Individualizacia mladeze a modernizacia spolocnosti, SU SAV 1995, Bratislava,
p. 45-58.

56
Slovakia and European Union



e
Youth and European ldentity

ROBERTS, K., 1996: Youth unemployment and self-employment in former
communist countries. IBYR 13 RC 34 ISA, Bratislava, pp. 23-25.

RosKO, R., 2000: Slovensko na konci tisicro¢ia. VEDA, Bratislava 2000, 404 p.

ROSKO, R., 1997: Ob¢ianstvo v socidlnosystémovom zlome Slovenska. In: Obé&an
a transformacia. Sociologicky ustav SAV, Bratislava.

ROSKO, R., 1996: DPO a SPO. Velky sociologicky slovnik. Vyd. Karolinum,
Univerzita Karlova, Praha, s. 225.

ROSKO, R. 1995. Smer moderne obcianstvo. Bratislava: SU SAV: 108.

ROSKO, R., 1999: Obé&anokracia ako vysledok obnovy obé&ianskej spolo¢nosti.
(Citizencracy as a Result of the Restoration of Civil Society). In: Sociologia 31,
No. 4.

ROSKO, R 1996: The Transformation-Modernisation Potencial of Slovak Actors.
Sociologia-Slovak sociological review, Fall (2), pp. 146-158.

SIURALLA, L., 1996: Holes into the blackbox of school rexperience. Studies on
youth and schooling in Sweden. Young. Nordic Journal of Youth Research
1996, Vol. 4, No. 2, pp. 60-64.

STAFSENG, O., 1995: Kritika vagnych tedrii o postmodernosti a mladezi. In:
Individualizacia mladeZze a modernizacia spolo¢nosti, SU SAV 1995, Bratislava,
pp. 7-22.

STENA, J., et. all., 1990: The Project of the Research Task ”’Civil Society forming
in Slovakia in the Nineties”. Bratislava, The Institute of Sociology, Slovak
Academy of Sciences.

SUCHY,J., 1992: Situdcia mladeze v transformacii Slovenska. Mladez a
spolo¢nost’ 1992, No. 4, pp. 8-14.

TUCEK, M., et al., 2003: Ako sa mate Cesi - Jak se mate Slovéaci:10 let po
rozchodu. Median, Prague 2003, 207 p.

TURCAN, L., 2000:The Circumstances of the Development of Sociology in
Central European Countries — Slovak Sociology in the 20th Century.
Socioldgia/Slovak Sociological Review, Vol. 32, No. 6, pp. 507-520.

The YOUNG. The Balkans. The Europe Ed. by Petar Emil Mitev, Jim Riordan.

IMIR, Sofia 1996, 141 pp.

VLACIL, J., 1996: Modernizace v pojeti Ulricha Becka. Sociologicky &asopis
1996, 32, No. 2, p. 243.

WALLACE, C., 1995: Young People and Families in Poland: Changing Times,
Changing Dependencies. Journal of European Social Policy 1995, 5, No. 2,
pp- 97-109.

WALLACE, C., 1996: Work, and Education in the Post-Communist World: on the

road to individualization? Arbeit und Bildung, University of Bremen, May

1996,18 p.

WALLACE, C., 1997: Institute for Advanced Studies. Who is for Capitalism, Who
is for Communism? Attitudes to Economic Change in 10 Post-Communist
Countries. Vienna, Austria: Institute for Advanced Studies, No. 44.

WALLACE, C. - KOVATCHEVA; S., 1998: Youth in Society. The Construction
and Deconstruction of Youth in East and West Europe. Macmillans: London, St.
Martins Press: USA.

57
Slovakia and European Union



Youth and European ldentity

WOLEKOVA, H. - SALOMON, L. M., 2000: Neziskovy sektor na Slovensku -
ekonomicka analyza. (Non-profit sector in Slovakia - economical analysis).
SPACE, Bratislava.

ZASADY statnej politiky vo vztahu k mladeZi. (Principles of the State Policy of
Youth) in Youth and Society, No. 1, p.47, 1992.

" In January 2000 we carried out a sociological survey focusing on young people living in eight
regional centres of Slovakia regarding their opinions and attitudes towards current issues of youth
policy and youth activities in Slovakia.

In the interview, we asked young people aged between 15 and 26 years living in eight main regional

centres some questions concerning

a) their leisure time, and possibilities of how to spend it meaningfully in and around their city;

b) If and in which ways they are interested in what is going on in their city, their personal
participation in the problem-solving processes (e.g., within the structures of various children’s
and youth associations);

c¢) How they perceive and evaluate risks (drugs, unemployment) of today’s young generation in
comparison to their parents;

d) How violence is approached and assessed by their group of friends, if they would use violence in
self-defence and in defence of their friends (or family);

e) How they would accept legal changes that would grant more rights to young people at an earlier
age (16-17) and would thus confer more responsibility for their own decisions and actions on
them,;

f) How they see their own future in the context of these changes taking place in Slovakia and in
Europe.

The data were collected by ASA (Agency for Social Analyses) in Bratislava between January 7" and

February 7 2000. The sample includes 945 young people aged 15 to 26 years.

The selected group of young people living in the main regional centres constitutes 27.72 % of the total

number of young people in this age group living in Slovakia. The group under survey is representative

with respect to gender, age, education, social groups and cities.

i Research reported here emerges from the project "Youth and European Identity" which is funded by
the European Commission as part of its 5™ Framework Programme. The work on this project is
coordinated by Lynn Jamieson from the University of Edinburgh. The other partners, researchers and
consultants in this project are Claire Wallace and Reingard Spannring (Institute for Advanced Studies,
Vienna), Klaus Boehnke and Daniel Fuss (International University Bremen), Bernhard Nauck
(Technical University Chemnitz), Ladislav Machacek, Gabriel Bianchi, Barbara Lasticova and Pavla
Machackova (Slovak Academy of Sciences, Bratislava), Maria Ros and Miryam Rodriguez Monter
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid), Hector Grad and Gema Garcia Albacete (Universidad
Autonoma de Madrid), Susan Condor (University Lancaster), Sue Grundy and David McCrone
(University of Edinburgh). The author is indebted to Barbara Lasticova for her cooperation
(Machacek, Ladislav — Lasticova, Barbara: “Orientations of Young People from Bratislava and Prague
to Citizenship and European Identity” Socioldgia 2003, No. 3, pp. 247-266).

" The issue of European, National and Ethnic Identity has traditions in sociological literature in
former Czechoslovakia (Laiferova, E., 2000, Turcan, L., 2000).

" The selection of the participants in the target group was based on the assumption, that their
educational qualification or their current profession make them more likely to pursue e a European
career. The Bratislava target group is a bit younger than the Prague target group. The majority of
young people from both target groups are still studying (65.2% in Prague and 68.5% in Bratislava). In
comparison to the random samples from both cities, significantly more main earners in the families of
the target group respondents work in professional occupations.
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" In Slovakia, the term “nationality” is commonly used as a synonym of ethnicity, but we make a
distinction between nationality and citizenship. It means that a person who has, for example,
Hungarian nationality can be a citizen of the Slovak Republic.

"' In the Slovak and Czech Republics both ‘General high school” (leading to a general A-level) and
"Higher vocational/basic initial apprenticeship qualification” (leading to a professional A-level) are
university entry qualifications.

" The concept of unified state-forming Czechoslovak nation proliferated through the common
political and educational usage of the naturalising metaphors such as the “the (Czechoslovak) trunk
with two branches (Czech and Slovak)”.

" War-time Slovak Republic (1939-1945) was Nazi-controlled, “puppet” authoritarian regime.

" We don't know what is the perception of the label "European citizen” in the EU member states. In
Slovakia and in the Czech Republic, it is not often used. On the other hand, the term "global citizen’
has a slightly negative connotation in Slovak language (cosmopolitist). It denotes a person "without
the homeland” who can be at home anywhere in the world. This term was often used in this negative
sense by Slovak nationalist politicians to denote the people whose Slovak "national feeling/national
identity” was not "strong enough’ (no patriot).

* It may be documented by comparison of data collected in Austria (Vienna), where the young people
give the highest evaluation to the positive impact in EU membership on their individual person (65%)
and slightly less to the city and country.

* It may be assumed with high probability that these problems would survive in the entire period
(1993-2003) of accession negotiations with the EU in the Czechoslovak Federation too. The problem
of economic situation in some regions of Slovakia, especially in the East, would satisfy the nation-
ethnically oriented political parties whose elite would reorient the population dissatisfaction to the
Czech political elite. It would mean a tension in Czechoslovakia and dissatisfaction with negative
impact on European integration process.

* Alliance of a New Citizen (chairman P. Rusko).

*!' The volunteer and non-government sector of civil society and its development between 1993 and
1998 has been considered as an important factor of transformation and modernisation of the Slovak
Republic. The NGOs in Slovakia ”...are now much more than islands of isolated idealists or the so-
called islands of positive deviants, as the independent civil activities in late 1980s were called by
Slovak sociologists. They created a vivid, vibrant and efficient civil archipelago”, an archipelago of
hope and positive action” (Butora, M., 1997).

The empowering of young people as voters and as social actors can have important consequences

for a political change as we have seen during the 1998 elections. (Machacek, L. 2000) The challenge
for the future will be to create and encourage a civil society in which young people will play an active
part and which can help to sustain the progress towards democratisation and the development of a
market economy in the Slovak and Czech Republic as members of the new European Union after
2004.
*¥ The very last presentation of the joint Team Czechoslovakia was the Ice Hockey World
Championship in 1992, which was held in Bratislava for the second time in history. Leaving the
federation of two states politically and in a hockey way too had a taste of bronze. After the split up the
Czech hockey walked to the top goals. Slovak ice hockey started modern independent history
(according to the IIHF decision) right from the bottom of the world hierarchy (pool C) letting
everybody know of who they were.

Thanks to the skilful diplomacy Slovakia was to participate to the Olympic Qualification in
Sheffield in 1993 and to win. Therefore the door to the Winter Olympic Games in Lillehamer in 1994
was open up. Performance of the Slovak National Team was a surprise for many hockey specialists.
Team Slovakia under the leadership of Peter Stastny (the only Slovak player, who started with hockey
in Slovakia and got to the NHL Hall of Fame), winner of a strong group accompanied by Canada,
Sweden and USA was unlucky to loose the game against Russia by 2:3 in overtime period during the
quarterfinals. However, the overall 6th place was a great success.

Slovakia must have bit through to hockey elite right from the bottom - C category. The top-level
hockey was seen in Spisska Nova Ves and Poprad in 1994 when Oto Hascak scored two winning
goals during the decisive game against Team Belarus. There was no other obstacle on further way to
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the higher category for the players under coaching tandem of Jiilius Supler and Frantisek Hossa. One
year later the World Championship Category B was organised in Bratislava.

23 minutes and 45 seconds was the time limit for the premier scoring at the World Championship
Category A in Vienna in 1996. It was a benefit of Cubomir Sekeras in game against Team Canada and
the first performance of the Slovak players resulted in a tie 3:3. Despite the fact that Slovakia must
have fought for its position among the top hockey teams in relegation round during the mentioned
championship, the team proved its valid membership to the group in order to proceed higher step by
step.

The 2000 ITHF World Championship in St. Petersburg was a demonstration of such effort winning

the silver medals under the baton of the Slovak National Team Head Coach Jdn Filc. Slovak players
led by their captain Miroslav Satan returned home with the title of Vice Champions of the World, 2002
with the title of Champions of the World (Sweden) and 2003 with bronze medal after winner match
with Czech team.
* Black Peter of nationalism for the split of Czechoslovakia (1993) and Water Power Station
Gabcikovo-Nagymaros. Red cards of visa duty as the only postcommunist country from among Czech
Republic, Poland and Hungary as well as for problems with Roma ethnic and its economic tourism in
Europe (Belgium, Finland, United Kingdom).
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